Transcript
Student leadership of class
Students were given six discussion questions concerning Iran and the book Reading Lolita in Tehran by Nafisi.  In this short transcript, student discussion is free-flowing, but they address the questions and use the text to support their points and find further evidence to analyze as they respond to each other. The entire conversation around April’s six discussion questions lasted a full hour with perhaps only two prompts by the professor.
For the questions “in what way was the use of some authors ironic?” and “discuss the attitude towards the veil,” students responded as follows:

[They discussed Nafisi’s use of James]

Ryan:  James and independent thought…it [culture] is what's put on them by society (like the veil).

April: [reads page 215 where James says “feel, feel I say.”]
Ryan: [James] changed citizenship and left America.  He was unhappy, so he changed countries, but in Iran they can't leave.

April:  She couldn’t leave.  She was forced to wear it [the veil].  Nafisi’s grandmother, in 1938, [wore the veil and] was eccentric.

William: it's an issue of people on the street with guns…selling out was mentioned and also Nafisi saw these people wearing scarves, but…

Susanna:  The veil had made them like this, changed their opinions, they don't know how to stand up… it's more brutal than we think.  [Nafisi] is wearing one too… she has made different decisions, though.

April:  She makes decisions for herself.

Ryan and Brandon: [on the literature mentioned by Nafisi] She has Poe in part of her readings.  He is very macabre.  

Telmo: Authors and literature are only mentioned when she wanted to refer to the American dream.

[Telmo reads from page 219; Brandon reads from page 144, “how similar our own fate is to Gatsby”]

April:  fighting to wear the veil … the past repeating itself…

Telmo:  another way I can look at that [the dream], is to be without a dream.  They got killed.

Brandon: to destroy the object or to destroy yourself.

April:  you block everything out and destroy those around you.

