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I. BACKGROUND

As part of Weber State’s ongoing effort to improve the assessment of general education,
 an electronic portfolio (eportfolio) pilot was initiated in the summer of 2006.  As delineated in the original project proposal (cf. Appendix A), a number of higher education institutions have reported that eportfolio technology can be used to enhance the quality of general education.  Like any other technology, the successful adoption of eportfolios depends in large part on the cultural context in which it’s situated.   The pilot was intent on discovering whether eportfolios could be used effectively at Weber State for formative and summative assessment of the general education experience.  

II. PROCEDURES, METHODS, AND TIMELINE

In order to gauge the utility of eportfolio technology for formative and summative assessment, the pilot used eportfolio during the fall 2006 semester.  The software was evaluated on the basis of this use in the classroom.  The chronology and the procedures used for assessing the software are detailed below:


i. Selection of eportfolio technology (early summer of 2006).

ii. Joint planning and training for fall deployment -- assembled and met regularly with a group of  faculty and administrators to plan how the eportfolio software should be deployed in fall courses. This planning occurred in the middle and late summer of 2006.  4 faculty volunteered to use the eportfolio in their classes.

iii. Gathered student reflections and artifacts -- used the eportfolio in the classroom during the fall 2006-2007 semester to gather 67 reflections and 67 artifacts from students. These reflections were gathered from 4 courses only two of which were listed as general education courses.

iv. Gathered student feedback – used an online survey tool to solicit student reactions to the eportfolio software and its use (December 2006).  11 students responded.

v. Recruited and coordinated review of student submissions – 10 reviewers were recruited to review the material submitted by students (January and February 2007).  The reviewers:

a. Created a scoring rubric

b. Performed a calibration exercise

c. Scored the student submissions.

vi. Gathered instructor feedback – through focus groups, feedback was gathered from pilot instructors and reviewers about their experience with the eportfolio.

These steps are detailed below:

i. Selection of eportfolio technology (early summer of 2006). 


Summary:  

At the time the pilot was initiated there were many different eportfolio products on the market.  Because there are many advantages to using an eportfolio that integrates with a campus’s learning management system, it would have been advantageous to explore the eportfolio software that was released by WebCT (our campus’ LMS).  However, this software wasn’t available when we started the pilot and there were budgetary issues that prevented this from happening as well.  In the interest of keeping costs low the pilot chose to use Sakai/OSP (Open Source Portfolio) which is free software.  This software had the additional benefit of synergizing with our involvement with the Sakai Educational Partnership Program – an initiative that is sponsored and financed by the Weber State University C.I.O – and our institution’s attempt to clarify whether open source solutions (like Sakai) are aligned with our university’s culture. 

ii. Joint planning and training for fall deployment -- assembled and met regularly with a group of  faculty and administrators to plan how the eportfolio software should be deployed in fall courses ( middle and late summer of 2006).

Summary: 

Participants


Four faculty members were recruited (or volunteered) to participate in the pilot:


Kathleen Lukken – Educ 1105 ~20 enrollments


Kathryn Mackay – Hnrs 1110 ~8 enrollments


Stephen Francis – Hist SS/DV1510 ~65 enrollments


Luke Fernandez – IS&T  SS1100 ~6 enrollments

(Only IS&T 1100 and Hist 1510 are listed as general education courses in the Weber State catalog.  While it was helpful to include other courses in the pilot this compromised the sampling techniques which (as delineated in the summary of this report) in turn compromised the ability of the pilot to perform legitimate summative assessment.)

In addition, a number of other Weber faculty and administrators  participated on the committee in the capacity of advisers. These included:

Jill Grob

Mark LeTourneau

Robert Mondi

Michael Wutz

For reviewing the reflections an additional cohort of faculty/administrators were recruited.  These included:

Matthew Choberka

Judy Elsley

Luke Fernandez

Stephen Francis

Jill Grob

Kathleen Lukken

Kathryn MacKay

Peggy Saunders

Yas Simonian

Michael Wutz

In summary, four faculty used the portfolio in their classes and ten faculty/administrators participated in reviewing the reflections collected in the portfolios.  In addition, two other faculty participated in an advisory capacity. 



Eportfolio deployment

The eportfolio is designed around the idea of having students upload an essay (or another artifact) that they have produced while studying at their university.  After submitting the artifact, students are prompted to write short reflection pieces.  The committee customized the prompts to encourage students to express how the submitted artifact was related to one of Weber’s nine university-wide general education outcomes.  

To leverage the full advantages of an eportfolio, it should be used continuously through (and even beyond) a student’s tenure at a university.  Ideally it should be a repository that holds a large portion of a student’s work at an institution.  However, for the purposes of the pilot, most of the instructors planned to ask their students to submit only one artifact and to perform only one set of reflection exercises.  Faculty were also free to decide for themselves (rather than as a group) how much time they devoted to talking about general education in their class and how much of the final grade would be based on the eportfolio assignment.


Training material.

In order to facilitate use of the eportfolio technology two training modules were built.  These are available at:


http://mxdev.chitester.weber.edu:8989/eportfolio%20instructions_ve.htm
http://mxdev.chitester.weber.edu:8989/OSP/camtasia/osp_flash_audio/osp_ve.html


Evaluation of eportfolio submissions.  

The committee spent many hours discussing what methodology to use to evaluate Weber general education through the eportfolio submissions.  One of the more challenging methodological questions was whether the artifact or the accompanying reflection piece would be a better measure for evaluating the general education experience.  Additional faculty members (from the Honors Program) were recruited to discuss this issue.  The minutes from at least a couple of the meetings summarize the committee’s findings (these minutes are available on request).  After considerable discussion, the committee agreed to relegate the formulation of a definitive rubric for evaluation to a reviewing committee (see below).  The rationale was that the reviewing committee would be able to formulate a more informed methodology since they would have access to the actual student submissions.

iii. Gathered student reflections and artifacts -- used the eportfolio in the classroom during the fall 2006-2007 semester to gather 67 reflections and 67 artifacts from students.

Summary:

Timing/Methods

Near the end of the fall 2006 semester, pilot faculty members had their students go through the eportfolio exercise.  Some of the faculty had their students perform the exercise in class.  Other faculty had their students do the exercise outside class.  Here are the breakdowns:

In class:


Educ 1105 – 20 submissions
 (out of ~19 enrollments)


HNRS 1110 – 4 submissions (out of ~8 enrollments)


IS&T 1100 – 3 submissions (out of 6 enrollments)

Out of class:


Hist 1510 – 40 submissions (out of ~65 enrollments)


Total submissions: 67



iv. Gathered student feedback – used an online survey tool to solicit student reactions to the eportfolio software and its use (December 2006)

Summary:
Because students were already being asked to provide feedback about their general education experience, feedback on the eportfolio system was not solicited until after the semester was over.  A total of 11 students ( ~17% of participants) responded to the survey. (See Appendix B for a compilation of the results)


v. Recruited and coordinated review of student submissions – reviewers were recruited to review the material submitted by students (January and February 2007).  

Summary:
Ten reviewers were recruited to score the student submissions (only the reflection portion of the student work was looked at).  

To ensure some integrity in scoring, a rubric was created that instructed the reviewers to score on a scale from 1 (worst) to 5 (best).  Scores should be assigned based on three criteria:

Criteria 1: The student should draw clear connections between the assignment and the goal.  How well does the student understand the goal and are they able to show how their experience is related to the goal?

Criteria 2: The student should be able to narrate how the experience generated personal growth.  What did they learn about the goal/competency? Did the experience expand their understanding of themselves and of the goal?

Criteria 3: The student should be able to identify where they need to go next.  Do they have any plans to pursue this particular goal?  What are these plans?

(See Appendix C for the complete instructions) 

To further the integrity in scoring a calibration exercise was performed on two of the reflections; reviewers compared their scores so that when they scored their assigned reflections, they could take into account the approach established by their peers. (See Appendix D).

Although some of the pilot faculty were reviewers, they did not score their own student’s work. 

A spreadsheet of the scores was compiled.  (See Appendix E).  These scores are discussed at greater length in section III.


vi. Gathered instructor and reviewer feedback – through focus group discussion, feedback was gathered from pilot instructors and reviewers about their experience with the eportfolio.  In addition, pilot members were given an opportunity to review this report and submit additional feedback. ( March 2007)

Summary:

Reaction to technology
Instructors did not offer much feedback regarding the eportfolio technology.  Many felt that student submissions could have been gathered using simpler mechanisms (given that the pilot only gathered one submission from each student this reaction was not surprising – the technology ‘payoff’ would only become evident when students make multiple submissions over the course of multiple semesters). 

Reaction to technique
Instructors and reviewers felt that the integrity of the scoring could have been improved by crafting a more detailed scoring rubric and by investing additional time in the calibration exercise.  Pilot members worried that the reflection prompts only impelled students to think about the significance of general education in terms of the nine competencies (the nine competencies are enumerated in Appendix C) which Weber used to describe general education.  Although Weber’s general education mission makes specific reference to the virtues of educational breadth the prompts did not ask students to comment on this particular goal.   


III. EVALUATION AND SUMMARY

The main purpose of the eportfolio pilot was to gauge the effectiveness of the technology for formative and summative assessment.
  While the pilot was able to use the technology to promote formative assessment, it wasn’t able to do any credible summative assessment.  Before the technology could be used effectively for summative assessment a number of other curricular and methodological issues would need to be addressed. Below I elaborate on these findings and in the section titled “Next Steps” I suggest a series of next steps that could be taken in order to make a Weber eportfolio deployment realize better summative assessment.       

Formative Assessment

Evidence that the eportfolio pilot promoted formative assessment is found in the feedback that was provided by students in an end of semester survey as well as in their reflections.  

Evidence of Formative Assessment in Student Feedback

To gauge student’s reaction to the eportfolio technology, an online survey was distributed to all of the students. (See Appendix B for a list of the survey questions and the complete list of responses).  Of the 60 students
 who performed the eportfolio exercise, eleven students responded.  Almost without exception the students responded favorably to the technology.   Here is a summary of the responses:

· Question 2: When responding to the statement “the e-portfolio exercise helped me understand more about Weber's general education learning outcomes,” six students “strongly agreed,” and five students “agreed.”

· Question 3: When responding to the statement “the e-portfolio exercise helped me think more about the relationship between general education and my course-work,” seven students “strongly agreed,” and four students “agreed.”

· Question 4: When responding to the statement “The e-portfolio exercise helped me think more about what I have achieved (or still need to achieve) in order to become an educated person,” four students “strongly agreed,” and seven “agreed.”

· Question 5: When responding to the statement “I would recommend that the e-portfolio exercise be used in other general education courses,” three students “strongly agreed,” and eight students “agreed.”

· Question 6: When responding to the statement “The e-portfolio exercise was a positive learning experience,” five students “strongly agreed,” another five students “agreed,” and one student “disagreed.”

· Question 8: When responding to the statement “The eportfolio technology was easy to use,” seven students “strongly agreed,” another three students “agreed,” and one student “disagreed.”

· Question 9: When responding to the question, “What was your overall impression of the e-portfolio exercise and the e-portfolio technology? What would you modify in order to make it better?” students almost without exception responded positively to the experience.  Below is an excerpt of the responses:

1. “The e-portfolio exercise reminded me of the vital purpose of general education, something I think we all overlook in the rush to just finish 'generals.' I learned that college is not only about mastering one's particular field or trade.”

2. “I thought it was beneficial for that particular class, but I don't think it would be beneficial in all classes.”

3. “I definitely see a great opportunity for both students and Weber State to gain better understanding about general education through this exercise. For students, it does offer the challenge of really thinking about how general ed. applies in terms of an overal  [sic] educational experience as well as helping to further develop critical thinking skills when examining how their experience applies. For Weber State as an institution, I think it does offer the opportunity to (hopefully) receive some useful feedback regarding gen. ed., through the offered suggestions by students but also, and perhaps more importantly, it offers an insight into how students are able to apply critical thinking skills through their responses.”

4. “Overall the experience was pleasing. However on a technological note, the automatic loging [sic] off was incredibly annoying.  That was the only real complaint that I had with the system. It did help me correlate my course work with what skills I am obtaining at Weber.”

5. “I thought the e-portfolio excercise [sic] was a good learning experience. I had not ever thought before about what the purpose off all the general ed classes were and what they were supposed to achieve learning wise for me. IT [sic] was easy to use and reassuring that the things I was doing in my class went right along with what I was supposed to be getting out of it. It was a good excercise [sic] to reflect on what I was doing and why.”

6. “The interface was easy to use and allowed the student the freedom to assign a document to an area and decide why it went there.”

7. “I thought it was a valuable part of seeing my overall outcome in my general education classes. I think it was easy to use, efficient, and was helpful to me.”

Although the students in the sample found the experience valuable there is some indeterminacy in the data.  This indeterminacy is due to three factors.  


1. The sample size and method of collection may have skewed the results; the responses may not be representative of how the students on the whole felt about the technology.  

2. It’s possible that only students who had a positive experience felt the desire to respond; unhappy students may have avoided the survey.  

3. It’s possible that students who did respond felt compelled to respond positively even though they didn’t have a positive experience. 

While these indeterminacies suggest that more data would have needed to be collected to say anything with certitude, the data at least suggest that students are receptive to using eportfolio technology in general education courses and that some students see it as quite valuable as a tool for formative assessment (although none of the students used this exact term).  Within the sample data itself, only the responses to the statement, “I would recommend that the e-portfolio exercise be used in other general education courses” suggest tempered enthusiasms.  Although no one “disagreed” or “strongly disagreed” with this statement, not as many students “strongly agreed” with this statement when compared to other questions that cast the eportfolio technology in positive terms. The fact that students tempered their recommendations even when acknowledging value may indicate that they recognized the utility of the exercise but were less sure whether future exercises like this needed to be delivered through eportfolio technology.   Because the survey did not ask students to distinguish between the technology and the exercise, one can only speculate about the students’ true feelings in this regard.  

Evidence of Formative Assessment in Student Reflections

Although statistical analysis can offer some clues to the aggregate utility of the eportfolio, the pilot also collected reflections indicating that some students at Weber are pursuing general education seriously and are thriving in the program.  The reflections, which are included in Appendix F vary in quality.  Below is an excerpt from one of the better ones.  The student was connecting her learning experience to Weber’s sixth general education goal (“Demonstrate an understanding and appreciation of the social and behavioral sciences, including the way people interact and relate to the world.”) and was responding to the second of three prompts (e.g. “As a result of this assignment or experience, what have you learned about your strengths and weaknesses in achieving the goal?):

“I have learned through this assignment that I really don’t know much about the world around me. I have studied history but not much of the specifics. I had to understand someone else’s culture and realize that it isn’t always like what I am used to. When I had to compare the effects of racism in South Africa to those in other parts of the world I didn’t know where to start. I thought it was all the same. I had to look up racism in the encyclopedia and try and discover its effects across the world. Racism isn’t just black and white, its Germans and Jews, Americans and Japanese, Utahns and Mexicans. I came to understand that despite many similarities its effects were much different in other parts of the world than it was here. I didn’t fully understand why racism still exists in South Africa. I didn’t understand that there were underlying elements to crime, drugs and prostitution in South Africa. I didn’t understand much about the interaction between tribal South Africans, Afrikaners, and the Europeans. I didn’t realize the effects of imperialism on South Africa. How did the native culture of South Africa deal with being overtaken by Europeans? In other words I didn’t really know much about that culture and the goal of the Social Science general education is help us better understand and appreciate others in the world around me. Although I can’t say that this one assignment has completely changed the way I view the world and live my everyday life, it has helped me to realize that there is so much more I need to know about the world. Life is more than what is happening here in Ogden. It is necessary that we venture out of our bubble and see what others are doing in the world.”


Another student who responded to the same prompt captured the challenge in negotiating a path between cultural relativism and the beliefs we grow up with:

After writing The Prince.doc I …. realized that I need to study more than just the historic aspect of the world.  I also need to study the political aspect in order to gain a better understanding of what the history means.  I realized as well that I needed to study and understand the different religions of the world……I enjoy learning about the different cultures and how other people's minds work…..I won't give up my personal beliefs to accommodate…others, but I must be more open minded to understanding why people do things even if I don't agree with these things. 

A perennial concern among contemporary educators is whether modern information technology serves to vitalize or desiccate intellectual activity.  These same concerns apply to the eportfolio and the jury is still out as to its aggregate effect on education.  But at least in the case of the above student, and others like her, the technology catalyzed deeper thinking about the meaning and significance of general education and the particular type of knowledge and competencies general education is intent on instilling.  The technology made clear, through the collection of the reflections, that at least some students are grappling with some of the core questions that general education challenges students to broach.  It is not absolutely clear whether the reflection prompts made students grapple with these questions more deeply than they otherwise might have. But at least it encouraged them to revisit these questions – in so doing it furthered formative assessment  

Summative Assessment


Since only two of the four courses in the pilot were general education courses,  pilot members knew from the pilot’s inception that the sampling techniques were too limited to realize summative assessment. In addition, feedback from reviewers about the scoring rubrics, the calibration exercise and statistical analysis of discrepancies in the reviewer scores indicate that the pilot would have been very far from realizing summative assessment even if better sampling had been available.  This section details why the pilot was not able to realize any substantive summary assessment.  

On a positive note, the pilot faithfully rehearsed summative assessment techniques.  In rehearsing and uncovering what prevented the pilot from conducting summative assessment, the pilot details what would need to be redressed in order for summative assessment to be realized. 

Limitations in Sampling

Although the pilot recruited four faculty members, only two of the courses (Hist 1510 and IS&T 1100 ) were general education courses.  These two courses had 71 total enrollments and only 42 of these enrolled student participated in the pilot.  To perform broad-scale programmatic assessment a more representative sample of general education courses would need to be conducted.

Limitations in Longitudinal Analysis

Ideally, summative assessment should track student improvement over time.  To track whether students are actually making progress in meeting general education goals their submissions and their self evaluation of their progress should be gathered during the semester they take their first general education course, during the semester when they take their last general education course, and times in between.   

Because pilot students only interacted with the eportfolio once during the entire semester, the opportunity to do longitudinal analysis was not available.

Limitations in Reflection Prompts

The prompts that were used by the pilot were crafted jointly by the pilot instructors in the Summer of 2006.  These prompts are detailed in Appendix C and G.  While at least one meeting was devoted to jointly authoring these prompts, the pilot reviewers were not happy with them.  At least one faculty member suggested that the three prompts could have been combined into one question.  By the end of the pilot this view gained traction. Since students often responded to one prompt while technically in the space reserved for another prompt, future pilots should address this issue with care.

Limitations in Rubrics

The reviewers were given detailed instructions on how to score the reflections.  These instructions are available in Appendix C.  While reviewers felt that a scoring scale from one to five worked reasonably well, they felt that the scoring rubrics did not give enough direction to promote scoring consistency.  Reviewers queried more than once “What are we looking for in the reflections?” While the instructions attempted to address this concern, reviewers continued to voice the question even after the reflections had been scored.  

Limitations in Expertise

Reviewers were randomly assigned to score reflections.  No attempt was made to match up reviewers with goals that were more closely associated with their expertise.  For example, a professor in the College of Health Professions or Fine Arts often had to score a reflection piece on Goal 6 (e.g. “Demonstrate an understanding and appreciation of the social and behavioral sciences, including the way people interact and relate to the world.”).  While reviewers should have enough general education background to assess reflections that are dwelling on subject matter that is germane to any college, they were challenged when the reflections dwelled on subject matter they were not familiar with.  For example, many students wrote reflections on what they had learned about general education in Machiavelli’s The Prince or  Cáo Xuěqín’s The Dream of the Red Chamber. Since many of the reviewers hadn’t read these texts, it was sometimes difficult for them to assess the students’ reflections.   

Limitations in Calibration Exercise

As a way of promoting scoring consistency, two random reflections were distributed to all of the reviewers. All of the reviewers scored these individually and then met for sixty minutes to establish a consensus on how to interpret and score the reflections.  While this calibration exercise was helpful, the reviewers felt that more time needed to be spent on it.  

Limitations in Scoring: Statistical Evidence

On a positive note, the scoring was able to convey something meaningful.  For example, the two reflections quoted in the Formative Assessment section were identified by looking through the reflections that had received a score of four or better.  Conversely, the reflections that were assigned a score of one could not have been credibly proffered as evidence that formative assessment was taking place.  

But while the scoring was able to discriminate between really bad and really good reflections, some statistical measures corroborate the reviewer’s claim that there wasn’t sufficient scoring guidance. Significant variations in scores were recorded for some reflections (each reflection was reviewed by two reviewers).   Below are some statistics that delineate these score variations (also see Appendix H):

· On 19 reflections reviewer scores deviated by zero.

· On 23 reflections reviewer scores deviated between 1 and 1.99 points.

· On 19 reflections reviewer scores deviated between 2 and 2.99 points.

· On 4 reflections reviewer scores deviated between 3 and 3.99 points.

· On 2 reflections reviewer scores deviated by 4 points.

Another statistical measure that suggests that the scoring methodologies need to be improved is indicated by the fact that there wasn’t a correlation between the longer students had spent at Weber State University and higher scores.  Below are the average scores for each class (see also Appendix I):

Average score for freshman: 2.70 

Average score for sophomores: 3.5 

Average score for juniors: 3.3 

Average score for seniors: 2.66

The fact that scores do not increase with seniority is probably due to unrefined sampling techniques (although unrefined scoring methodologies may be a compounding factor).

In sum, the scoring variations and the lack of correlation between seniority and score are statistical data that corroborate much of what the reviewers and instructors had been conveying through their feedback;  while the pilot tackled many challenges of measurement associated with summative assessment, it did not  surmount these challenges.   

Summative Assessment Limitations: Conclusions

While the eportfolio technology catalyzed formative assessment, it wasn’t a panacea that could magically resolve the many methodological challenges that Weber faces in pursuing summative assessment.  Eportfolios are tools that can facilitate the collection of data but they can’t magically resolve the methodological challenges that abound in deciding what data to collect and deciding exactly how to interpret this data.  To use eportfolios effectively for summative assessment, sampling techniques would need to be expanded and refined, curricular cultures would need to be in place that would encourage students to submit reflections over many semesters, scoring rubrics and reflection prompts would need more refinement, and more time would need to be spent on calibration exercises. 

Summary

The pilot unveiled that technology isn’t a panacea for the assessment challenges that Weber State needs to meet.  Methodologically sound assessment still depends both on assembling university constituencies who can articulate the goals of general education in ways that students can understand and appreciate, and defining rubrics and interpretive rules that can measure whether these goals are being met in the artifacts that students submit to a portfolio.  

But if the core challenges of summative assessment are problems related to methodology and to the proper interpretation of evidence, it’s still the case that assessment committees need systematic and reliable ways of collecting evidence.  In this capacity the eportfolio technology still holds much promise since it is specifically designed to facilitate the collection of essays, reflections, and other digital learning artifacts that can be easily accessed for institutional assessment.  

The pilot demonstrated one promising way in which this evidence can be collected and stored and it clearly improved some students’ opportunities to weigh their own progress in meeting general education goals.  Moreover, it made clear that regular and systematic assessment of the general education curriculum depends not only on refining assessment methodologies and techniques, but on making wise choices about technology.   Many methodological, curricular and cultural challenges remain.  But the pilot demonstrated that eportfolios can play an important role in creating the environment where systematic assessment of the general education curriculum can occur.

Next Steps: 

Coordinating Initiatives between the General Education Program, the Department of Education and the Honors Program

Although the pilot collected evidence suggesting that ePortfolios already contribute value to general education assessment at Weber State, more could be done in order to leverage their full potential.  One of the bigger challenges Weber faces in making full use of eporfolios for the purposes of general education assessment is the lack of a strong eportfolio culture in general education classes.  Until this exists, it’s difficult to reap eportfolio’s full value.  For general education assessment, an eportfolio works best if students are required to contribute completed course assignments and reflections over the course of many semesters.  Its value is further enhanced if the students are required to synthesize this material and present it in a capstone general education course or in a required general education exit interview.  

Unfortunately, this particular form of curricular general education culture doesn’t yet exist at Weber and it’s not clear whether it could be mandated by some dejure action.  But if dejure actions aren’t possible, it might be possible to realize the same ends in practice by encouraging general education initiatives to work more closely with the programs where an eportfolio culture already exists.  

For example, Weber State’s Teacher Education Department is already highly receptive to using ePortfolios.  Moreover, this department has deployed ePortfolios using many of the same techniques that could be used for general education assessment.  These techniques include the collection of artifacts over time, the collection of reflections, and the evaluation of these artifacts and reflections in capstone courses and exit interviews.  By making a sustainable ePortfolio technology available to the Teacher Education Department, and by working with this department to refine eportfolio techniques, it is plausible that a set of  technical and curricular practices would form that could be spread to the general education program.  Various instructors in the Teacher Education Department are already on the lookout for this next ePortfolio technology.  If general education initiatives coordinated with these instructors, there’s the promise of some real synergies that could benefit both programs.


The Honors program also uses portfolios and was an integral part of the initial ePortfolio pilot.  The potential advantage in developing an ePortfolio culture for Honors that could eventually be spread to General Education also seems worth exploring.

 Facilitating connections between student’s extra-curricular and curricular life

One of the aims of general education is to establish clearer connections between students’ curricular life and their extra-curricular life.  While the initial ePortfolio attempted to help students make these connections through reflection prompts, it’s important not to lose sight of ePortfolio’s potential to draw these activities together in other less contrived ways.  

In a recent study of eportfolios (cf. “The Power of "E": Using e-Portfolios to Build Online Presentation Skills” http://www.innovateonline.info/index.php?view=article&id=369&action=synopsis ) Cara Lane suggests that students separate their online social activities from their online academic activities:  students conduct their academic and professional activities largely within the confines of their campus’ learning management system while conducting their social interactions on popular web sites like My Space or Facebook.  

While Lane claims that it’s advisable to keep these spaces separate, higher education has traditionally been committed to creating spaces where intellectual and social activity can combine.  These commitments existed in the fraternities and literary societies of the old time college, and theme houses, and the residential colleges which still thrive on many university campuses.   These practices and architectures nurture educated individuals who can inject intellectual reflection into their social interactions and, at the same time, approach education and learning as a social activity.  

However, the current separation of academic from social activity in the online space compromises these ambitions: our virtual architectures do not mirror the virtues inherent in our concrete campus architectures.  When social online life is fenced off from online intellectual life these connections are more difficult to make.  While current practices may be difficult to change, eportfolios promise to mitigate this division.  Because the eportfolio is designed to allow students to upload and share material with their peers, their classmates, and their professors, it offers at least the possibility of uniting online activities that up until this time have not been able to profit from their respective strengths.  Because general education stands to benefit if these spaces can merge, and since eportfolio promise to blend these spaces, it’s important not to lose sight of technology’s potential to transform social space.  In the next and final step I articulate one way we can explore this further.

Fostering Reflection

As suggested by the pilot, reflection activities have obvious direct benefits for formative assessment in the general education program.  Moreover, encouraging reflection also furthers summative assessment since a thriving culture of reflection sets the groundwork for the wider deployment of eportfolios and the summative assessment techniques which accompany this technology.  Given these twin benefits of reflection, as another “next step” general education committees should continue to explore ways of encouraging instructors to conduct conversations and reflection exercises that dwell on the personal and social meaning of general education.  

Catalyzing conversations

The above steps indicate ways in which the mission of general education can be promoted through eportfolios, through reflection, and through coordinated action with other programs on campus.  However, the realization of this potential depends on fostering conversations that highlight the value in the above initiatives and that assemble the parties that are most likely to profit from them.  Most likely, the best place to host these conversations would be by adding an explicit eportfolio clause to the second charge
 of the General Education Assessment and Improvement Committee and by having the university sponsor another ePortfolio pilot that caters more directly to the needs of the Teacher Education Department and the Honors Program.  

Appendix A – Original Proposal
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Assessment Research Support Application

Submission instructions:

Please submit electronically by stated deadline: 5 pm MST, January 27, 2006.

Paper copy with signatures can be submitted one business day later via campus mail (Mail Code 1004) or hand-delivered to MA 306: 5 pm MST, January 30, 2006.

Your research project must address some aspect of the following question:
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BODY OF PROPOSAL

Expand the size of each of the sections below as required, but do not exceed 5 single-spaced pages. Supporting documents or materials may be included as addenda.  Proposals should be written clearly and simply.

I. PROJECT SUMMARY.


Over the course of the last two years some new online portfolio technologies have been developed and adopted by universities to encourage and to track students’ progress in general studies programs.  One of the more successful deployments of this technology has occurred at Portland State University (P.S.U. is a peer institution with a similar student body) where online portfolios are used to help students clearly visualize how to achieve the aims of general education.  These same portfolios also allow the university to track and gauge student’s progress toward these goals.  Eportfolios allow the university to develop online repositories for each student that parallel the goals of the university’s general education program.  As students go through college, they contribute to these repositories class papers and other media that demonstrate how they are building their communication skills, their analytical skills, their appreciation of diversity, their civic skills, and the other skills that define what it means to be an educated person.  Students and advisers can look through these repositories and determine how the student is progressing (see a visual in Supplement A).


The value of eportfolio technology in forwarding the goals of general education is illustrated in a compelling fashion by a PSU student who worked with it:

I feel that the process has enhanced my understanding of the overall higher education experience. I have attended other colleges in the state and I have always felt confused and irritated by the lack of connection between my general education requirements and my core department requirements. I think that the eportfolio is a great way to link the two types of classes that you take during your time at PSU. I am a very visual person and the template of the eportfolio was easy to follow and it truly helped to achieve the goal of linking my personal work to my personal goal. (http://www.pdx.edu/unst/portfolios.html)



Various academic studies that have reviewed the emerging technology have also enumerated eportfolio’s promises:

· “[ePortfolio] promises to streamline academic planning and development, generate more effective communication and collaboration among internal and external stakeholders, and possibly reduce the cost of accreditation processes” ( http://www.educause.edu/ir/library/pdf/ELI3002.pdf  )

· "ePortfolio offers an ideal tool for providing evidence of improved student learning, which is meaningful to accreditation agencies and funding sources." ( http://www.campus-technology.com/news_article.asp?id=10788&typeid=155 )

· eportfolios can help students and faculty gain a larger coin of vantage from which to survey and assess curricula: 
"[with eportfolios] participants have a greater awareness of the content of all courses, not just the ones they are currently taking or teaching" ( http://www.educause.edu/ir/library/pdf/eqm0224.pdf )

· eportfolios can promote greater consistency and integrity in the evaluation of a student’s progress in general education by allowing evaluators to quickly compare a student’s portfolio against those of his peers

· eportfolios can help to foster and maintain ties between the university and alumni after graduation by providing a resource that alumni can use for job hunting:
”Upon graduation, the student will have a portfolio demonstrating his or her mastery of curricular standards and the interweaving of career planning and student life activities, all displayed as a unique educational experience at the college or university.” ( http://www.educause.edu/ir/library/pdf/eqm0224.pdf )


This project would pilot an instance of the eportfolio technology at Weber State, recruit select advisors, students, and faculty to use it, and evaluate whether the technology can realize the above promises and whether it could help Weber State to better measure and encourage student competencies that should be the outcomes of general education. 
II. BACKGROUND AND OBJECTIVES OF RESEARCH/PROJECT.  

Describe the nature and significance of the problem and provide a brief review of the relevant literature and expected outcomes.  Include a bibliography as an appendix, if appropriate.


The relationship between the mission of the university and the evolution of technology is a perennial and complex social and ideological problem.  As technology evolves, so too does the mission of the university.  This said, a core set of competencies and general education goals have been defined that in large measure define the key ends of a Weber education.  Are we developing and adopting technologies that will further these ends?  Or are we, to paraphrase Henry David Thoreau, adopting technologies that are offering increasingly improved means to unimproved ends?  This project should help Weber to engage in better IT strategies, strategies that allow Weber to adopt technologies that forward the ends of general education and enable its assessment.


Although many universities have leveraged eportfolios for good effect ( see Lorenzo, G & Gittleson, J. (2005). An Overview of Institutional E-Portfolios. The EDUCAUSE Learning Initiative, September 2005., http://www.educause.edu/ir/library/pdf/ELI3002.pdf), the utility of the technology is contingent in part on how well it aligns with a particular university’s institutional culture and how the culture encourages, promotes and fosters the tenets of general education.  Some common reasons why eportfolios are not always leveraged successfully are delineated in Stephen Acker’s “Overcoming Obstacles to ePortfolio Assessment” ( http://www.campus-technology.com/news_article.asp?id=10788&typeid=155 );  these include concerns about increasing workloads for faculty, as well as concerns about grade challenges, and intellectual property rights.  In Gathercoal et al. “On Implementing Web-Based Electronic Portfolios” (http://www.educause.edu/ir/library/pdf/eqm0224.pdf ), the authors delineate an extensive list of critical factors that need to be met for different scales of eportfolio implementation.  A small pilot will help us determine whether the concerns enumerated above are significant at Weber State.  The pilot can also help us determine whether the technology is suited to the way the institution promotes and assesses general education.  

III.
PROCEDURES AND METHODS.  

Indicate how the goals and objectives will be met.  Include a discussion of the steps involved in the design, development and implementation of the project.

1) An instance of an online portfolio will be deployed.

2) In consultation with members of the “Ad Hoc University Graduation Requirements Implementation Committee” a matrix of repositories will be configured that match the competencies they articulated (e.g. communication, working with information, basic knowledge of core disciplines, social and cultural competencies)

3) Initial pilot phase: College advisers will work with selected students to build online portfolios.  These portfolios will be built with the intention of helping advisers and students track student progress toward general education goals.  In the short term, the students who are most likely to gain utility from the pilot are transfer students or other students who are attempting to demonstrate core general studies competencies even though they may not have met these requirements through conventional curricular attendance.

4) Secondary pilot phase: If the initial phase of the pilot is gauged to be a success by the advisers, the advisers will work with faculty in the first year experience courses to explore the use of eportfolios in their classes.  The use of the eportfolio in FYE classes may help students to more clearly visualize the dimensions of general education and begin to formulate a clearer strategy for fulfilling them.

5) Assessments will be distributed to advisers, faculty, and participating students during and after the pilot.  These assessments will help determine whether the technology helps to forward the ends of general education.

IV. TIMELINE.  

Provide a time frame for the completion of the project.  A Gantt chart would be ideal, if you’re in the mood to make one. Preference will be given to projects which are completed by June 30, 2006.

The above steps will be completed by the following dates:

1) March 2006 – Deploy eportfolio

2) May 2006 – Create matrix of competencies/repositories in eportfolio
3) August 2006 – Complete initial pilot phase
4) August - December 2006 – Complete secondary pilot phase
5) May through December 2006 – Perform ongoing assessments of pilot

V. EVALUATION AND DISSEMINATION. 

Include a plan for evaluating or documenting outcomes as well as a plan for the dissemination of project results.  Note that project guidelines require preparation of a manuscript and publication of research results, ideally in a peer-reviewed journal, but at a minimum on the WSU Academic Affairs website.  Also include a plan for turning this pilot funding into an externally-supported application for funding, including specifics of which agency will receive the submission and a timeline for submission.




An evaluation of the pilot and the underlying technology will be submitted to Peer Review (a publication of AAC&U), Educause Quarterly or other appropriate journals.  


The U.S. Department of Education has funded research on eportfolios through a grant program called “Preparing Tomorrow’s Teachers to Use Technology Program.”  (see http://www.ed.gov/programs/teachtech/index.html and http://www.educause.edu/ir/library/pdf/eqm0224.pdf ).  

VI.  BUDGET NARRATIVE.  

Clearly explain any budget items, including justification for the number of hours requested (if any) as reassigned time or stipend.

SUPPLEMENT A.  
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SUPPLEMENT B  

Stephen Acker, " Overcoming Obstacles to ePortfolio Assessment," Campus Technology Newsletter: Technology-Enabled Teaching/eLearning Dialogue, March 2005.  ( http://www.campus-technology.com/news_article.asp?id=10788&typeid=155 )

Backer, P. (1997). The use of portfolios in professional education: A multimedia model of instructional methodology. San Jose, CA: San Jose State University, Division of Technology.

Corbett-Perez, S. & Dorman, S. (1999). Electronic portfolios enhance health instruction. The Journal of School Health, 69, 247-249.
Joanne Carney, Electronic Portfolio Resources  ( http://it.wce.wwu.edu/carney/Portfolio/eport.html )

Paul Gathercoal et al., "On Implementing Web-Based Electronic Portfolios," EDUCAUSE Quarterly , Vol. 37, No. 2, 2002. ( http://www.educause.edu/ir/library/pdf/eqm0224.pdf )

Lorenzo, G & Gittleson, J. (2005). An Overview of E-Portfolios. The EDUCAUSE Learning Initiative, July 2005.  ( http://www.educause.edu/LibraryDetailPage/666?ID=ELI3001 )
Appendix B – Student Survey and Results

The following survey was distributed to the sixty seven pilot students.  Eleven of the students responded:

1. What is your name? (Optional)

ans: Short Answer

2. The e-portfolio exercise helped me understand more about Weber's <a href="http://mxdev.chitester.weber.edu:8989/OSP/genedgoals.html"> general education learning outcomes</a>.

A. Strongly Agree  (6 students chose this option)

B. Somewhat Agree (5 students chose this option)

C. Somewhat Disagree

D. Strongly Disagree

ans: Multiple Choice

3. The e-portfolio exercise helped me think more about the relationship between general education and my course-work.

A. Strongly Agree (7 students chose this option)

B. Somewhat Agree (4 students chose this option)

C. Somewhat Disagree

D. Strongly Disagree

ans: Multiple Choice

4. The e-portfolio exercise helped me think more about what I have achieved (or still need to achieve) in order to become an educated person.

A. Strongly Agree (4 students chose this option)

B. Somewhat Agree (7 students chose this option)

C. Somewhat Disagree

D. Strongly Disagree

ans: Multiple Choice

5. I would recommend that the e-portfolio exercise be used in other general education courses.

A. Strongly Agree (3 students chose this option)

B. Somewhat Agree (8 students chose this option)

C. Somewhat Disagree

D. Strongly Disagree

ans: Multiple Choice

6. The e-portfolio exercise was a positive learning experience.

A. Strongly Agree (5 students chose this option)

B. Somewhat Agree (5 students chose this option)

C. Somewhat Disagree (1 students chose this option)

D. Strongly Disagree

ans: Multiple Choice

7. I am comfortable using computer technology.

A. Strongly Agree (8 students chose this option)

B. Somewhat Agree (3 students chose this option)

C. Somewhat Disagree

D. Strongly Disagree

ans: Multiple Choice

8. The e-portfolio technology was easy to use.

A. Strongly Agree (7 students chose this option)

B. Somewhat Agree (3 students chose this option)

C. Somewhat Disagree (1 students chose this option)

D. Strongly Disagree

ans: Multiple Choice

9. What was your overall impression of the e-portfolio exercise and the e-portfolio technology? What would you modify in order to make it better?

ans: essay

Answers to question 9:

The e-portfolio exercise reminded me of the vital purpose of general education, something I think we all overlook in the rush to just finish 'generals.' I learned that college is not only about mastering one's particular field or trade. An equally important part of the college experience is learning to become an articulate, accepting, and fair adult. In my case, I was able to put into words how I learned of the beauty and art of theatre. And because I spend most of my time in the science/math area of campus, I probably would have never given theatre or the arts a chance had I not been in Honors 1110. As far as modifications go, the only technology issue involved the difficulty in submitting 2 or even 3 papers for the e-portfolio exercise. Perhaps this needs to be modified because many students, like myself, may have learned from several assignments or papers in a class. One final modification, which is probably more related to the presentation or introduction of the e-portfolio idea (rather than its technology): I think students should be told at the BEGINNING of the semester that they will have to complete this e-portfolio exercise. I know it would have been easier for me to pull together important elements in my e-portfolio, because by the end of the semester I was too burned out to remember good points to include. I now see that being given the time to think about the general education goals throughout the semester would have produced a more critical analysis.

I would definatley have more time to do the e portfolio assignment, and I thought it would have been better if I didn't have to type my assignment and paste it on to the eportfolio. I did think that it made you think more about what you are learning.

more clear instructions

I definitely see a great opportunity for both students and Weber State to gain better understanding about general education through this exercise. For students, it does offer the challenge of really thinking about how general ed. applies in terms of an overal educational experience as well as helping to further develop critical thinking skills when examining how their experience applies. For Weber State as an institution, I think it does offer the opportunity to (hopefully) receive some useful feedback regarding gen. ed.,through the offered suggestions by students but also, and perhaps more importantly, it offers an insight into how students are able to apply critical thinking skills through their responses.

Overall the experience was pleasing. However on a technological note, the automatic loging off was incredibly annoying. Either disable the automatic logoff or provide a pop up message saying that the system will log you off in so many seconds. That was the only real complaint that I had with the system. It did help me correlate my course work with what skills I am obtaining at Weber.

It was very well executed and it helped me to think about the education I was getting? I can't think of anything that would need to be modified.

I thought the e-portfolio excercise was a good learning experience. I had not ever thought before about what the purpose off all the general ed classes were and what they were supposed to achieve learning wise for me. IT was easy to use and reassuring that the things I was doing in my class went right along with what I was supposed to be getting out of it. It was a good excercise to reflect on what I was doing and why.

I thought the exercise was a good way to show how course work is used to enlighten and teach students. It made the assignments more meaningful beyond a good or bad grade in the class. The interface was easy to use and allowed the student the freedom to assign a document to an area and decide why it went there. I would have a place where students can see the published assignments, but limit it to an individual class so that fellow students can compare and learn from each other.

It was a good experience. I would not say that it was amazing, but i liked it.

the E-portfolio exercise if i remember right let me think over what I eaither knew best about the subject and how it related to my learning while how it would help me improve my skills. The assianments where not difficult while i believe the hardest thing was remembering the link to the site. I would say the experiance was a good one being able to think about what you are learning in class and how you are improving over the semester. what i would modify i have absolutly no idea

I thought it was a valuable part of seeing my overall outcome in my general education classes. I think it was easy to use, efficient, and was helpful to me.

10. What is your overall impression of Weber's general education program?

ans: essay

Since I took an Honors general education course, I believe I may have had a better experience than others. I participated in community service, the arts, and collaborative thinking. As a part of a small class, I was able to learn better communication and discussion skills, something any major will need.

I thought it was beneficial for that particular class, but I don't think it would be beneficial in all classes.

its kind of hard to do the work because somethings are hard to understand

I believe that the level of education that it seems most students possess coming into this institution has, at least through my impressions, shown that the basic skills gained through general education courses help to develop a better, more well-rounded and critical approach when processing information and making useful decisions in how to go about applying them in the rest of their educational experience as well as in their daily lives. The basics of critical thinking have been consistently tested and reiforced by the couses and professors that I have experienced (with the grave exception of Public Speaking!)

The general education program is very satisfactory in my opinion

It is very good and I have learned a lot about life through it. For example the Astronomy course that I am taking this semester has helped me to understand some of my History and Anthropology courses better because when we talk about the ancient astrologers I am able to better understand what is being said.

Weber has a pretty strong general ed program. I was very happy to see that they have made modifications in the last few years that have made it even stronger thus fulfilling all the gen ed goals even further.

I think it is a fine program that will give any profession the range of knowledge to be competent in any field.

It is good.

I enjoy all my classes the teachers are helpfull in helping when yo have problems or even when you do not. Some of the classes are a pain to take if it is a feild that you are not good in or are very uninterested with / science for me but over all I've seen a improvment with my knowledge and work ethics

I haven't been to college anywhere else, but I think it is very good. I have had excellent professors so far and they all seem very enthusiastic about creating the best learning environment they can for us.

Appendix C – Instructions to Reviewers

The following document was sent to the reviewers:

Review Directions

1. Review the context in which the students performed the reflections. The context is described in a short online video: http://mxdev.chitester.weber.edu:8989/OSP/camtasia/osp_flash_audio/osp_ve.html 
In brief, the students were asked to:

a. Consider nine Weber general education goals (see Supplement A)

b. Submit an artifact and accompanying reflection that was associated with one of these goals.

c. Respond to three reflection prompts.  These prompts asked the student to explain their understanding of the goal and how the artifact and related experiences were connected to the goal.  The prompts are available in Supplement B).

2. Review the guidelines for scoring the reflections:

a. Score holistically: Although the students responded to three prompts read the essays as a whole.  Apply the criteria to the entire text that was submitted.  Don’t attempt to confine one criteria to one prompt.

b. Scoring Scale: Use a scale from 1 (lowest) to 5 (highest).

c. Scoring Criteria:

i. Criteria 1: The student should draw clear connections between the assignment and the goal.  How well does the student understand the goal and are they able to show how their experience is related to the goal?

ii. Criteria 2: The student should be able to narrate how the experience generated personal growth.  What did they learn about the goal/competency? Did the experience expand their understanding of themselves and of the goal?

iii. Criteria 3: The student should be able to identify where they need to go next.  Do they have any plans to pursue this particular goal?  What are these plans?    

3. Read your assigned reflections.  Each reviewer has been assigned approximately 14 reflections.  All 68 of the reflections are available in the attached zip file – the files are labeled from 1 to 68. Your assigned numbers (e.g. reflections) are available in Supplement C.  

The zip file can also be downloaded from http://sakai.weber (call me for a walk through).


4. Enter your scores manually in the accompanying spreadsheet (Supplement D) and return them to me.  

Alternatively enter the scores by using the reviewers wiki at http://sakai.weber.edu/access/wiki/site/81b39148-a358-469f-00ea-9565030a8af1/home.html (call me for a walk through).


Supplement A

As a result of earning a college degree, you will be able to demonstrate the qualities of an educated person. Specifically, every graduating WSU student, regardless of her or his major, should be able to do the following: 

1. Create, understand, and convey ideas through writing, speaking, listening, visual media and information technology. 

2. Gather appropriate information that will leverage their expertise, resources and experience. 

3. Analyze information, carefully and thoroughly, to make well-considered, ethical decisions using the information relevant to the issues. 

4. Demonstrate an understanding and appreciation of the diverse forms of aesthetic and intellectual expression within the arts and humanities. 

5. Demonstrate an understanding and appreciation how the biological and physical sciences describe and explain the natural world. 

6. Demonstrate an understanding and appreciation of the social and behavioral sciences, including the way people interact and relate to the world. 

7. Demonstrate an understanding and appreciation the logic of mathematical reasoning and the ability to perform mathematical operations. 

8. Function as both a leader and a team member whether at work or in society in general. 

9. Make principled, intellectually honest decisions using knowledge, respect, and ethical conduct with regard to diverse people, ideas, and cultures. 

Each of the courses you take at WSU will help you learn one or more of these broad, university-wide learning outcomes. This electronic portfolio project will help document the connections you make between what you are learning in your specific courses and these university-wide outcomes.

Supplement B

Prompt 1: Why do you think this assignment or experience is connected to the goal* you selected?

Prompt 2: As a result of this assignment or experience, what have you learned about your strengths and weaknesses in achieving the goal*?

Prompt 3: If you have a similar assignment or experience in a different WSU course in the future, what changes do you need to make to improve your progress toward the goal*?


*the student can roll over the word “goal” for a full definition of the goal

Supplement C (assigned reflections)
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Supplement D
Scoring Spreadsheet:
	Reflection #
	Score (1 to 5)
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Appendix D – Calibration Exercise

The following table is from the results of the calibration exercise.  Potential reviewers were asked to score three sample reflections (C1, C2, and C3) individually and then to meet as a group to calibrate scoring approaches.  

	 
	C1
	C2
	C3
	Average
	C1
	C2
	C3
	Average

	Luke
	4
	3.5
	4
	3.8
	4
	3.5
	4
	3.8

	Stephen
	2
	4
	4
	3.3
	3
	3
	3
	3.0

	Jill
	4
	4
	4
	4.0
	4
	3
	3
	3.3

	Kathleen
	3
	3
	2
	2.7
	3
	2
	3
	2.7

	Kathryn
	3
	4
	4
	3.7
	4
	4
	3
	3.7

	Bob
	5
	5
	2
	4.0
	3
	3
	3
	3.0

	Michael
	2
	4
	4
	3.3
	4
	3
	4
	3.7

	Matthew
	3
	3
	2
	2.7
	3
	3
	3
	3.0

	Matt
	3
	4
	2
	3.0
	4
	3
	4
	3.7

	Judy
	4
	5
	1
	3.3
	4
	4
	4
	4.0

	Peggy
	3
	2
	1
	2.0
	2
	2
	3
	2.3

	Yas
	4
	4
	3
	3.7
	3
	4
	4
	3.7

	Average
	3.33
	3.79
	2.75
	3.29
	3.42
	3.13
	3.42
	3.32


APPENDIX E – Reviewer Scores

	Goal
	Class
	StudName
	Course
	Reviewer1
	Reviewer2
	Score1
	Score2
	Difference
	
	Avg

	1
	Freshman
	Student_1
	Educ 1105 - 21172
	Fernandez
	Simonian
	1
	1
	0
	
	1

	1
	Freshman
	Student_2
	Educ 1105 - 21172
	Fernandez
	Wutz
	1
	1
	0
	
	1

	2
	Freshman
	Student_1
	Educ 1105 - 21172
	Francis
	Simonian
	1
	1
	0
	
	1

	4
	Freshman
	Student_1
	Educ 1105 - 21172
	Francis
	Elsley
	1
	1
	0
	
	1

	6
	Sophomore
	Student_3
	HIST 1510 - 20882
	Lukken
	Simonian
	1
	1
	0
	
	1

	1
	Freshman
	Student_4
	Educ 1105 - 21172
	Francis
	Choberka
	1.5
	1
	0.5
	
	1.3

	9
	Freshman
	Student_5
	HIST 1510 - 20882
	MacKay
	Choberka
	2
	1
	1
	
	1.5

	9
	Senior
	Student_6
	HIST 1510 - 20882
	MacKay
	Choberka
	2
	1
	1
	
	1.5

	1
	Freshman
	Student_7
	Educ 1105 - 21172
	Fernandez
	Wutz
	2
	2
	0
	
	2

	3
	Freshman
	Student_1
	Educ 1105 - 21172
	Francis
	Elsley
	1
	3
	2
	
	2

	6
	Freshman
	Student_8
	HIST 1510 - 20882
	Lukken
	Saunders
	2
	2
	0
	
	2

	6
	Freshman
	Student_9
	HIST 1510 - 20882
	Lukken
	Saunders
	1
	3
	2
	
	2

	6
	Freshman
	Student_10
	ISandT 1100
	Lukken
	Wutz
	1
	3
	2
	
	2

	4
	Junior
	Student_11
	HIST 1510 - 20882
	Grob
	Elsley
	2
	2
	0
	
	2

	6
	Senior
	Student_12
	HIST 1510 - 20882
	Lukken
	Saunders
	1
	3
	2
	
	2

	6
	Senior
	Student_13
	HIST 1510 - 20882
	Lukken
	Saunders
	1
	3
	2
	
	2

	6
	Sophomore
	Student_14
	HIST 1510 - 20882
	Lukken
	Simonian
	2
	2
	0
	
	2

	6
	Sophomore
	Student_15
	HIST 1510 - 20882
	Lukken
	Simonian
	2
	2
	0
	
	2

	9
	Sophomore
	Student_16
	HIST 1510 - 20882
	MacKay
	Choberka
	3
	1
	2
	
	2

	1
	Freshman
	Student_17
	Educ 1105 - 21172
	Francis
	Choberka
	1.5
	3
	1.5
	
	2.3

	6
	Freshman
	Student_18
	HIST 1510 - 20882
	Lukken
	Saunders
	1
	4
	3
	
	2.5

	6
	Freshman
	Student_19
	HIST 1510 - 20882
	Lukken
	Saunders
	1
	4
	3
	
	2.5

	8
	Freshman
	Student_1
	Educ 1105 - 21172
	Francis
	Elsley
	1
	4
	3
	
	2.5

	2
	Freshman
	Student_20
	HIST 1510 - 20882
	Fernandez
	Wutz
	3.3
	2
	1.3
	
	2.7

	3
	Sophomore
	Student_21
	ISandT 1100
	Francis
	MacKay
	3
	2.5
	0.5
	
	2.8

	3
	Freshman
	Student_22
	HIST 1510 - 20882
	Fernandez
	Wutz
	2
	4
	2
	
	3

	7
	Freshman
	Student_1
	Educ 1105 - 21172
	Francis
	Elsley
	1
	5
	4
	
	3

	9
	Freshman
	Student_1
	Educ 1105 - 21172
	Grob
	Saunders
	3
	3
	0
	
	3

	4
	Junior
	Student_23
	HNRS 1110 - 21525
	Francis
	Lukken
	4
	2
	2
	
	3

	6
	Junior
	Student_24
	HIST 1510 - 20882
	Lukken
	Saunders
	2
	4
	2
	
	3

	8
	Junior
	Student_25
	HIST 1510 - 20882
	MacKay
	Choberka
	3
	3
	0
	
	3

	6
	Senior
	Student_26
	HIST 1510 - 20882
	Lukken
	Saunders
	2
	4
	2
	
	3

	6
	Senior
	Student_27
	HIST 1510 - 20882
	Lukken
	Simonian
	3
	3
	0
	
	3

	6
	Sophomore
	Student_28
	HIST 1510 - 20882
	MacKay
	Simonian
	3
	3
	0
	
	3

	1
	Freshman
	Student_29
	Educ 1105 - 21172
	Francis
	Choberka
	3.5
	3
	0.5
	
	3.3

	8
	Freshman
	Student_30
	Educ 1105 - 21172
	Francis
	Saunders
	1.5
	5
	3.5
	
	3.3

	1
	Freshman
	Student_31
	Educ 1105 - 21172
	Fernandez
	Simonian
	3.3
	3.3
	0
	
	3.3

	3
	Freshman
	Student_32
	HIST 1510 - 20882
	Fernandez
	Wutz
	2.6
	4
	1.4
	
	3.3

	8
	Freshman
	Student_33
	HIST 1510 - 20882
	MacKay
	Choberka
	3
	4
	1
	
	3.5

	9
	Freshman
	Student_34
	Educ 1105 - 21172
	Grob
	Saunders
	4
	3
	1
	
	3.5

	3
	Sophomore
	Student_35
	ISandT 1100
	Grob
	MacKay
	3
	4
	1
	
	3.5

	1
	Freshman
	Student_36
	HIST 1510 - 20882
	Fernandez
	Wutz
	3.3
	4
	0.7
	
	3.7

	1
	Sophomore
	Student_37
	HIST 1510 - 20882
	Fernandez
	Wutz
	3.3
	4
	0.7
	
	3.7

	1
	Freshman
	Student_38
	HNRS 1110 - 21525
	Francis
	Choberka
	4.5
	3
	1.5
	
	3.8

	6
	Freshman
	Student_39
	HIST 1510 - 20882
	Grob
	Elsley
	3.5
	4
	0.5
	
	3.8

	3
	Sophomore
	Student_40
	HIST 1510 - 20882
	Grob
	Wutz
	4.5
	3
	1.5
	
	3.8

	       8
	Sophomore
	Student_41
	Educ 1105 - 21172
	Grob
	Saunders
	3.5
	4
	0.5
	
	3.8

	3
	Sophomore
	Student_42
	HIST 1510 - 20882
	Fernandez
	Wutz
	3.6
	4
	0.4
	
	3.8

	9
	Freshman
	Student_43
	Educ 1105 - 21172
	Grob
	Saunders
	3.75
	4
	0.25
	
	3.9

	1
	Freshman
	Student_44
	Educ 1105 - 21172
	Fernandez
	Wutz
	3
	5
	2
	
	4

	2
	Freshman
	Student_45
	Educ 1105 - 21172
	Francis
	Elsley
	3
	5
	2
	
	4

	3
	Freshman
	Student_46
	Educ 1105 - 21172
	Francis
	Elsley
	4
	4
	0
	
	4

	6
	Freshman
	Student_47
	HIST 1510 - 20882
	Grob
	Elsley
	3
	5
	2
	
	4

	3
	Junior
	Student_48
	HIST 1510 - 20882
	Fernandez
	Wutz
	3
	5
	2
	
	4

	9
	Senior
	Student_49
	HIST 1510 - 20882
	MacKay
	Choberka
	4
	4
	0
	
	4

	6
	Sophomore
	Student_50
	HIST 1510 - 20882
	MacKay
	Simonian
	4
	4
	0
	
	4

	6
	Sophomore
	Student_51
	HIST 1510 - 20882
	MacKay
	Simonian
	4
	4
	0
	
	4

	9
	Sophomore
	Student_52
	HIST 1510 - 20882
	MacKay
	Choberka
	5
	3
	2
	
	4

	6
	Freshman
	Student_53
	HIST 1510 - 20882
	Grob
	Saunders
	4.25
	4
	0.25
	
	4.1

	3
	Freshman
	Student_54
	HNRS 1110 - 21525
	Fernandez
	Choberka
	5
	4
	1
	
	4.5

	6
	Freshman
	Student_55
	HIST 1510 - 20882
	Grob
	Elsley
	4
	5
	1
	
	4.5

	9
	Junior
	Student_56
	HIST 1510 - 20882
	MacKay
	Choberka
	5
	4
	1
	
	4.5

	3
	Sophomore
	Student_41
	HIST 1510 - 20882
	Grob
	Elsley
	4.5
	5
	0.5
	
	4.8

	4
	Sophomore
	Student_57
	HIST 1510 - 20882
	Grob
	Elsley
	4.5
	5
	0.5
	
	4.8

	3
	Freshman
	Student_58
	HNRS 1110 - 21525
	Fernandez
	Wutz
	5
	5
	0
	
	5

	3
	Sophomore
	Student_59
	HIST 1510 - 20882
	Grob
	Elsley
	5
	5
	0
	
	5

	6
	Sophomore
	Student_60
	HIST 1510 - 20882
	MacKay
	Simonian
	5
	5
	0
	
	5


Appendix F – Student Reflections

Level: Freshman

Criteria:

    1 Goal 1 - Communication

Cell status is PENDING and cannot be altered

Items currently associated with cell:

Title 
Size 
Created By 
Last Modified 
Remove?

generic.txt 
94 
Student_1 
11-29-2006 


Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

My experience throughout this corse would be communicating with my Academic Advisor because w/out communicating to him i don't think i could have made my decision correctly about course i need to take and what i need to do to become more successful in my career.

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

I learned that i need to gain experience in math, science, and working more on my leadership skills throughout the university.   I learned my strengths are my personality and my communication skills. 

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

Just going every semester to make sure that i'm on the right track and just become more close to my advisor in case i ever need an advisor. 

Also just to be positive in the future that i can my goals come true and just to be less stressful.

Reviewer Comments:

Level: Freshman

Criteria:

    1 Goal 1 - Communication

Cell status is PENDING and cannot be altered

Items currently associated with cell:

Title 
Size 
Created By 
Last Modified 
Remove?

generic.txt 
94 
Student_2 
11-29-2006 


Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

our servise learning project.

this was a 10 hour service project mark, travis, witney and i all went to an elementery school and helped the kids with there homework

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

there was the kids in the most part we had to get used to being with people who didn't have the brains we did. and it took a while to get that into our heads but we did get it. some of the kids were more advanced then others and some of the kids needed to be pushed a little more. none the less all of them seemed to engoy us coming. more then once i was asked ,"hay you guys comin back"

and then there was the person in charge. Anett. thats most likely spelled wrong but thats not the point. ever sents we started we never got along.  it was hard not getting on her nerves.

but other then that it was great!!!

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

its over now. we write our paper and get the credit. what we are going to write is a confusing. i kinda wish it wasn't over and well at the same time i am glade that i don't have to plan it anymore. sometimes that makes me feel guilty and well thats not cool but i have to live as well.

we still have to write the paper and it is going to be hard.

i can see myself going back and saying hi later on but now i have to work.

Reviewer Comments:

Level: Freshman

Criteria:

    1 Goal 1 - Communication

Cell status is PENDING and cannot be altered

Items currently associated with cell:

Title 
Size 
Created By 
Last Modified 
Remove?

generic.txt 
94 
Student_7 
11-29-2006 


Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

this is connected to communication because you had to talk to the advisors or other class mates.they worked to gether to help you get things done as quickly in order to awnser your questions that you might have. by doing this paper you had to communicate with different people . then you had to take it to the righting lab to get it revued so they had to read your thought and talk you through them so you can read them differntly then when you would have read them before to your self. in order to take the time on this paper you had to contact they advisor and set up a appontment to talk to them about what you would be doing in your future.

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

as a result to this experince i learned that im strong at taking charge at sometimes. one of my weakness is that i dont realy like to talk to people so when i have to i have a hard time remmebering what i had planned to say to the person or even the questions i might have that i wanted to ask ill forget. another weakness i have is fear of talking in front of people  so in the past i tried durning ffa i got involved as a officer so i had to talk in front of a lot of students and parents. know i need to contiue to  work hard at talking and not get so nervise inorder to remmember what i would say one good thing was the position i was in is that i was always the person who had to great everyone at the door and make them feel comfortible.a weak ness is that i dont always speek loud enough for people to here me so then i asume that they are just ignoring me.

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

try to talk to more people  ask questions find out more information. ill try to talk to people out loud even at home i could try to communicate better with others. i could practice in front of a mirror.or even tape recored what i say so i could here what i am doing rong . another thing i could think of is to try to practice with a friend or family memmber and get some advice on what to i could do better to improve my communication skills. also speeking loud enought for people to here me so i know their not just ignoring me. i might need to take a note so that i wont for get what i was going to say. also i should type it out before so that i can see what i might need to add to it or take out then have some one reveuw with me so i wont freakout somuch  

Reviewer Comments:

Level: Freshman

Criteria:

    1 Goal 1 - Communication

Cell status is PENDING and cannot be altered

Items currently associated with cell:

Title 
Size 
Created By 
Last Modified 
Remove?

generic.txt 
94 
Student_44 
11-29-2006 


Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

The assignment that I am going to be talking about is my service learning project.  I believe that it relates to goal number one which is communication.  In my group’s service learning project, we went to Polk Elementary School to help tutor and then teach the kids something new that they have never done before.  We created a theme for the children which was super heroes and every time that we visited them we would relate our topic that we were going to teach them that day to super heroes.  We as a group each spoke about different things and we each came up with something to teach the children the next time that we were scheduled to come. 

I think that we met all of the qualifications of goal one which is communication.  We met the qualification of creating things by coming up with new ideas to teach the children that they have never seen or done before.  We also me the qualification of understanding by listening to the children on what they needed help with, and then conveying our knowledge to help them with what needed to be done.

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

I have learned that I have a couple strengths and a few weaknesses.  One of the strengths that I have is I am really good with people.  I love just interacting with people and people love talking to me.  I am especially good with children I finally figured out.  I use to volunteer at like youth impact and when I lived in salt lake I volunteered at the Sorenson center and I was around kids all the time.  I realized that kids were always drawn to me and they loved me being around cause in some cases I am just like a kid myself.  That is why I loved going to work with the children at Polk because they all loved me.

A weakness that I do have though is talking in front of people.  I took a communications class my senior year in high school and I did speeches and other things but I still don’t have the capability to stand up in front of people and talk.  I think that it is the lack of self confidence I have for myself and as much as I try to build my confidence up, I still continue to just stand up and never talk because of it and my inner stage fright that I have.

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

If I had a similar assignment like my service learning project in a different class I think that maybe there might be a few things that I would do differently.  Maybe if I had the choice to choose who I was working with I would do that.  It was a fun experience working with people that I didn’t know but I myself still feel comfortable working with people that I know.  I think that I would also try to work on my speaking skills and self confidence.  I want to be more of a leader in the groups then just sitting there and watch everyone else present because it really does get kind of boring after awhile.  I want to be able to be the one to start out the conversations among the people that we are presenting for or that we are teaching.

I think that this experience that we had with these children was a good one for all of us.  It allowed us to get to know each other and build new friendships with a lot of people.  I don’t think that I would change anything else about what I have experienced if I were to get something similar to this project. 

Reviewer Comments:

Level: Freshman

Criteria:

    1 Goal 1 - Communication

Cell status is PENDING and cannot be altered

Items currently associated with cell:

Title 
Size 
Created By 
Last Modified 
Remove?

generic.txt 
94 
Student_31 
11-29-2006 


Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

My assignment was to meet with an academic advisor and talk about my future goals for classes. So, obviously this assignment delt with alot of communication. Communication between me and my academic advisor. The academic advisor that I chose to talk to was Professor Tracy Callahan in the theater arts department. I communicated with Prof. Callahan about what overall for the theatre department that I am interested in and what I need to do or take to fulfill my interest. Prof. Callahan went into much detail about what courses I need to take and when I need to take them. So, basically this assignment was a good communications exercise.

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

After meeting with Prof. Callahan I noticed alot of my strengths as a good communicator and I have also noticed alot of my weeknesses. In past studies I have learned that a good communicator needs to be friendly, be interesting, have a good clear voice, discuss in detail what you want to talk about, have good body language, look at the person who you are talking to and if they are talking to you, and be a good listener. So, for my strengths I noticed that I was friendly, in order to not be boring I told her past stories about my theatre career, I did go into detail about what I wanted to talk to her about, I did make eye contact when she talked to me or I talked to her, and whatever she told me I made sure to really listen so that I could remember each word that she said. My weaknesses overall, where that at first I might have seemed nervous and shy, sometimes and did not talk in an understanding voice so I had to repeat things, and I think that I should have used a little bit more body language. To be honest I kind of sat in a chair the whole time without moving.

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

I think that I just mainly need to take what I have learned and gained from my meeting with an academic advisor and take that experience to use it for my future meetings and discussions with other people. I think that I still need some work in some areas of good communication such as not being seen as nervous or shy, I need to seem more interesting, and I need to just be my own person. Because, when one goes in for a job interview or meets with a teacher, you need to really be yourself and not get nervous or shy. If you seem nervous, shy, or fake then whatever you have to say is not going to be listened to by the employer or the professor.

Reviewer Comments:

Level: Freshman

Criteria:

    1 Goal 1 - Communication

Cell status is PENDING and cannot be altered

Items currently associated with cell:

Title 
Size 
Created By 
Last Modified 
Remove?

generic.txt 
94 
Student_4 
11-29-2006 


Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

In this class you have to communicate in class and out of class. On the academic plan paper I had to talk with Monica Mize about what I will have to do to become a P.E. teacher. We talked about what kind of grades I will have to get and when and What classes I will need to take. This really helped me with what I will have to expect and what I need to do on my own time. I would have never known about this if it wasn’t for this class and the communication.

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

Because of this I have learned to be more open and not be so afraid to ask for help. I am really grateful that I learned how to communicate with the on campus resources. And I am going to use it through out college. Before this paper I was afraid to talk to people on campus cause I was afraid I would look stupid but after doing it I realized its not so bad. And I set up a meeting on the 30th  to  discusses other possible career options and what grades and classes I will have to take and get.  

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

In the future if I get a similar assignment I will jump on it faster I will not put off a meeting till the last minuet. I will do the meeting as soon as possible so I will have more time to gather and create a better paper. Communication is only the be ginning in a good paper  you have to communicate in order to gather the right information. Then from the information you have gathered you can create a really good paper and not have a last minute paper. On mine I waited way to long and had to hurry it at the end with more time I would have been able to do a better job.     

Reviewer Comments:

Level: Freshman

Criteria:

    1 Goal 1 - Communication

Cell status is PENDING and cannot be altered

Items currently associated with cell:

Title 
Size 
Created By 
Last Modified 
Remove?

generic.txt 
94 
Student_29 
11-29-2006 


Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

     The ten hours of community service that was required at an elementary school.  This project connects to communication because I had to learn how to simplify what I was trying to teach the children into easier things that they would be able to understand and relate to.  It took a lot of effort and hard work.  I had to be patient, and found myself repeating the same things over and over again.  The most dificult problem I faced was keeping thier attention for longer than thirty seconds at a time, because it seems that they were distracted very easy.  I worked with about four of the same children every time and was able to form a relation ship with all of them.  The out come of this project: was that I was able to use my new and improved communication skills and learn how to work in groups.   

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

     From this experience I was able to see how much work it actually takes to work with other people that are not the same as you, and come from different backgrounds with different beliefs and levels of education.  I have a hard time relating and dealing with younger kids, but if I really want to I can.   I am a good listener and can often keep a open mind to others ideas.  I leaned that I have the ability to successfully work in groups and get things done with out conflict and big problems.  I just have to put my self forward and dedicate myself to working with others and keeping an open mind.

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

     For future group activities or projects I now feel more comfortable working in them.  However, I do not think that I will be working with young children again,  I will be able to accept others ideas,  accept others differences and work on possible conflicts within the group that might come up, with confidence.  I will try to work with others schedules better and give myself more time to complete the project.  Maybe, next time I will have more people in my group and be able to split different jobs and assignments up to make the work load easier for everyone in the group.

     I found that I do not really enjoy working in groups and would much rather do it my self, but when it comes down to it and I must,  I will be able to use the skills that I developed from this project and use them to help me in the future.

Reviewer Comments:

Level: Freshman

Criteria:

    1 Goal 1 - Communication

Cell status is PENDING and cannot be altered

Items currently associated with cell:

Title 
Size 
Created By 
Last Modified 
Remove?

generic.txt 
94 
Student_17 
11-29-2006 


Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

The assignment in this class that I chose to talk about is the service learning project. I chose to talk about this because it was the assignment that most affected me in this class.  Each group was assigned to go to an elementary and help the kids with their academic related activities.  Our group chose to go to T.O. Smith elementary.  There were four of us in the group: Mark, Peter, Travis and me.  I think we each had a fun time participating in this project even though it took time out of our busy schedules to do it.  On Tuesdays and Thursdays we would help the kids with their homework for a half and hour.  On Wednesdays we would go for an hour. We would read to the kids for a half hour, and for the next half hour we would play educational games with them.  It seemed like they had a lot of fun with us, and enjoyed interacting with us and getting to know us.  The project helped me to communicate with the group so we would all be on the right track, and that we would all be there so we could complete the ten hours that were required. I learned to commicate with kids differntley then comunicating with adults.  We had to keep in contact with the lady running the program. communication was immportant because she needed to know what we had planning for that day so she could work around us.  

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

I think I have learned a lot in completing this service learning project. Before this project I had no experience in interacting with kids. I’m the youngest in my family, so I’ve never really had any experience in babysitting. I’ve only baby-sat someone else’s kids two or three times. Before this it seemed like whenever I was around kids they wouldn’t want to be with me or play with me, it seemed like they all hated me. After this experience I learned that they really don’t hate me, you just have to know how to deal with them. Helping these kids learn made me feel happy that I could make a little bit of a difference in these kid’s lives. I learned how to deal with the kids and how to treat them and play with them. The kids really grew to like me and that made me feel really special. I used to not like kids. I thought they were just obnoxious and annoying, but I actually love them now.

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

In this project we didn’t have the best communication between our group members. Sometimes someone would just not show up, so the rest of us didn’t know what was going on, or if that person would show up or not. At the end we all didn’t finish at the same time because of this mistake. Sometimes we didn’t have the best communication with the lady running the program. She got frustrated with us because she went out of her way to let us come and help out, and we would be flaky and not stay in contact with her. In the future if I have to do a kind of project like this, communication needs to be the first priority, and we all need to be organized.
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Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

Gathering all your information is important especially for writing a paper to make your paper more successful for a better grade is what i can relate it to.  Just trying to find the words, transitions, and sources is what makes a paper more successful. 

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

I learned that i can get a better grade on a any paper of any topic if i just look for the right resources for it.  I have to make time to actually sit down and do it without doing it that day and craming myself to do it.

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

I learned that in the future it is good to start early then starting late.  Anything can come up or maybe a family emergency then i won't have time to do it.  I learned that if i finish it early that i may have some time to do other things like hang out with my friends or just work on another assignment.
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Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

The career and major paper helped me to “ Gather appropriate information that will leverage their expertise, resources and experience.” Because I was able to gathered information that will help me throughout my college career. Now I know what classes I should take, and what information I should be seeking to learning. Part of this assignment was to meet with a career councilor who gave me a lot of good advice and helped me feel confident that I had the ability to pick a major that would make me happy. This help me gain experience. If I did not have to do this assignment I would have waited a year or so before I made going to see a career counselor a priority. As a result I would probably would have taken classes that were not necessary, and I would have to spend more time and money that I did not have to spend

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

Through this assignment I have identified two possible direction that I could go in my life, I could major in business or engineer. My strengths that come to my mind when I thin about gather information and leveraging experience is that my personality is that I love to think or “leverage” my decisions. This is good because I know what I need to do to accomplish my plan; I also love to research information and figure out problems. Thinking is also my weakness to this University-wide learning outcome because I could end up thinking too much about my decision, and then I might question my decision and stay stagnate or back out. I do not want this to happen that is why I narrowed my decision down to two choices. Now I can research and gather information on my two possible majors, and then I will feel confident about my decision.

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

If I had a similar assignment in the future. I would be able to send more of my time researching and gathering information about my majors. Greg Nielsen who is my career councilor suggested that I read about my potential careers on the internet and in the career library. I would use those resources to not only narrow my potential majors, but I would use them to prepare my self for future classes, clubs, and internships. I would also have tried to spend time interviewing people who work in the fields that I am planning to work in, and trying to spend a day with them at their place of employment. I feel that is the only way I will know for sure what major to pick
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Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

hmm... anyalyzing information is a toughy.  Actually this is a skill i really need to work on. If i have to say i would really use this in my psychology and sciences classes.  This subject will acutually be part of my forensics laboratory job.  I analyze alot actually when i'm thinking if i did my assignment corrorectly.

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

I think that analyzing is one of my weaknesses because once i'm done with a project i never look it over to see if it is correct or if it is actually good enough for my course grade.  I think that i need to practice more often.

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

I believe that i will do this more often if i want to get a better grade.  I need to look over my projects or paper to go beyond trying to get a good grade. It is also about making something intersting.
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Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

I chose to write about the academic plan paper and the computer module we had in the computer lab in Lampross Hall. I think the assignment made the students think in long term about their college education. On exactly what classes to take in the future to achieve their goals. For me I am not sure what I want to do as a career, so there for I am not sure what classes I need to take in the upcoming terms. I think meeting with an adivisor helped, by knowing someone was there to answer questions and give advise on making good decisions regarding my academic experience. I feel with her advise that I made a good selection on classes to take for the next semester, and I know what classes I need to take to earn an Associates degree in general studies. I think I will work toward this goal until I find out exactly what I want to go into.

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

My strenghs would be knowing how to achieve an associates with the information relayed by the advisor and the computer module. Knowing that it probally will take me a while to achieve this and even longer to go on into further education levels. Everyday well considered decisions need to made on just assignments and attending classes. Somedays it is really hard to stay motifated, but i know in the long run it can be worth it. My weaknesses are not making a decision for a career and how to accomplish it academicallly. Also not letting work or personal life in the way of finishing school. I think to continue with schooling well considered and relevant decisions should be made to decide what classes to take because school is so expensive and time and money should not be wasted.

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

If I had a similar class, my goal would probally stay the same. However hopefully in the future I will have an idea of what direction exactly I want to head into. There are so many different kinds of opportunities at this school it can sometimes be overwhelming. I think by the time I have taken other kinds of courses I will have an area that I would prefer more than others. So with time and getting older my interests might change and with having more college experience. I think I would continue to see an advisor to continue with this goal for more advise and help min the future.
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Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

WEll as far as humanities goes i have not taken any courses for this yet but i choose to take dance 1010 because i want to learn other dances throughout the world and know other dances then my tribe.  I think it will be a very good experience for me. 

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

My strenghts is actually getting to know other diverse cultures in the world.  i am very curious of what other cultures were created throughout the world.

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

I will actually want to dress up and do a scene of my own where i can show people what i have learned throughout the course and just make it worth my tuition. 
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Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

i think that math has actually been a very good experience for me because i will be majoring in criminal justice forensic science and that i will need to use this in my chemistry classes.  This will definately help me in the future my laboratory work.

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

I have learned that i have weaknesses in every part of math if i just apply myself to learn.  Actually math is the best part of my academics that i can really accomplish on.  My weakness i actually going to my math class and try to apply my brain to my math work and test. 

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

I will actually progress in my math just to go to my classes and pass them with the grade i need and can deserve.  I actually learned my lesson that by not going to my classes can actually take it longer to get the degree for the job i want.
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Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

well my service learning project is connected to this because when reading and helping the students at Lewis Elementary i was a role model to them just because i was a college student. I learned that when just helping them w/ there studies it makes them alot more educated and feel better about themselves that they can finish what they need to do.

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

My strenghts as far as this projects went i felt like i can make anyone feel more self confident about themself because they know that they can do it if i just think postivtive around them. I was so happy to be a role model to them it makes me think about all the decisions i make.

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

I believe that my weakness was not being there for them everyday is what hurt the most because i want to be there for them.  I want to be able to keep reading to them and volunteering to help them every chance that i get. 
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Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

I have found that by taking the Weber States First year experience class that I have become more connected to the university.  We learn about the universitys resources that are availabe to the students.  I feel that more involved you are the more better your ability to function as a team member.  Through the F.Y.E. class I have become more involved in the university I feel it is very important to be involved.

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

Through this experience I have learned my strengths and weaknesses in functioning as both a team member and a leader.  In the F.Y.E. class we learned about diversity and different personality types in order to function as a team member you need to understand those around you and relize that everyone is different.  I find it hard to break out of your commfort zone and begin to function with those who have different ideas than you do.  This class has helped me to break out of that comfort zone.  We not only worked with diverse class mates we also did a service project in which we were able to work with diverse elementary age students.

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

The changes I need to make to work more towards goal #8 civics and leadership would be I need to work more on functioning as a team leader. I tend to sit back and let others take the lead.  I hope to take some classes at Weber State that will push me out of my comfort zone and force me to take charge and become a leader.
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Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

Our assignment was a Service Learning Project.  In this project, we were told to make contact with an organization or school, identiyfy what service we were to provide, and then to perform ten hours of service.  My group served an elementary school.  We read to the students and also played games with them.  We had to work as a group, which means we had to be leaders to the children in order to keep discipline and attention, but also members of a group by communicating with one another and collaborating to make sure we were fair with the children. 

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

I learned that I am a good mentor to children, but can be impatient when I am working with younger people.  It is sometimes more natural for me to lead because I was in the military and am also older than the other members of my group.  I am also good at following instructions and carrying out a plan, and this showed when we planned out our schedule and finished on time.

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

I would definitely try to be more patient with other group members and expect things not to always go as planned.  I think this assignment was a perfect example and exercise that helped us all understand the importance of achieving this goal.  We accustomed ourselves to depend upon each other and knew what to expect from each member of the group.  We also all had the responsibilty to lead the children in reading sessions or games, forcing us to learn how to make children pay attention and cooperate.
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Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

Just being in my FYE course gets pretty diverse for me and it was also interesting for students as well.  I mean just making my friends and them asking questions all the time about how i lived on the reservation or what we eat.  It was interesting for them.  I never left the reservation when i was still down there and just for me to come off of it and go to college in a different state was good enough for me.  I learned that there are still people with different colored skin and everyone just does about the same things i do just different culture. 

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

I actually got to learn that i have many strengths w/ out my family around to stand up for me.  I learned that the only way i will make it through life is to actually get up and leave from your parents and learn everything on your own. 

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

I will actually not change anything actually because my native american background is who i am and which i was born into so i am a unique person here at Weber. 
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Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

I feel like the service learning project relates to ethics and diversity, by getting me out of my comfort zone and trying to work with people that I am not familiar with.  In this project I tutored low income children on reading and numbers.  I also had to work with a girl in the class who did not have any ambition or drive to get this project done.  I proved to be responsible while I was working at Freemont Elementary; they even asked if I would consider a part time job tutoring.  Plus, I was out there with a public eye watching me.  I was representing Weber State University. I also had to do this project by myself, because my partner didn’t take the time to come.  As a reflection of my ethics I stand out as an individual and I am a hard worker. 

            In relation to diversity, I was put in a school where I worked with children of all types.  I also worked with teachers and I got to see an inside view of how an elementary school functions.  I was paired with a girl in my class who has a different personality type than I do.  I had to put myself in a compatible frame of mind.  I was able to understand why she is the way she is.  Over all I feel the service learning project is a direct connection to ethics and diversity.  

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

I was able to learn a very important lesson while I was doing this service learning project.  It will stay with throughout my college career.  I will always remember to keep an eye out for number one.  I had to work with a girl in my class who did not want to take any initiative on the project.  She would say she would do something and then she would take a ridiculous amount of time to do it.  I learned that I will never depend on any one or be trusting anyone to keep up their responsibility on a grade that directly affect me. 

            I also learned that I can do a project on my own and I don’t need to lean on anyone for help.  I am pretty sure this won’t be my only experience like this so I will be better prepared for this in the future.  I think that overall it was a positive experience and I am glad it was rocky because I learned a lot from the dynamics that pertained to this project.

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

In the future I think I will be prepared enough to get a faster start on any projects that I will have to do outside of the class room.  I’ve also had a very good introductory class to start my college career with.  I will be better prepared when I go into another class to know what is expected and how much time things are going to take.   I will also be able to work with people better and that will benefit me so much.  Now, as I move on the this next semester I will have had a good learning experience in my past and I will be able to read people and understand the diversity that is in my self as well as them better than I did at the first if this semester.

I’ve got a better understanding of what college expectations are and I feel as though I am ready to meet them.  I think I wasn’t all that prepared but this was my learning experience and I will take it with me and move on to make myself a better student and accomplish more things as I grow with my college career. 
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Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

I picked an activity that our mentor did in our class. The activity was on diversity. Wendy had papers hanging around the room when we came in. The papers had titles of people on them. These were the heading on each one: gay successful layer, single mom living in a car with two children, illegal immigrant, and a non working scientist. We had to go around the room and decide which one we thought was the worst off. After that we had to do the one that we thought was the happiest. When we got to those groups we had to explain why we were standing there, and then Wendy would give us a rebuttal and we would have to fight why we were there. This was a very fun activity and it did teach a lot. This also got everyone involved. I think that Wendy did this in a great way to have fun and teach. I think that everyone learned a lot about themselves that day.

            We also did another activity where Dr. Lukken would ask us a question like do you think it is ok to kill someone. Then everyone would respond by standing up if you thought that was okay or by staying seated by disagreeing. Then she would ask us if it was okay to kill if they were trying to harm your family. Everyone stood up and they said that they would kill a person in that case. This is a case of something mixed ethics.

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

I think that this helped me because it made me feel that it is ok to be different. I am half Hispanic so I am the different one. This activity I think showed everyone that it is okay to be different. It also was great in saying the person that you think is the happiest is not always the happiest. This was also a great way to show that different types of people can also help you, not all minorities are bad people. Different back ground can also make the class room a better learning environment. Every tip of person brings something else to a class room.  

I think that in the second activity I learned that I wouldn’t do anything to kill anyone unless it evolved in my family. There were a few other questions to like do you believe in abortions. A lot of people would change there minds from the first one to the second one. I think that everyone has a little bit of mixed ethics.

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

I don’t think that I would change anything about the way the class went on those two days. I think that it was a fun way to teach and got everyone involved. I think that if I ran into a course that covered both of these subjects I think that it would fine. I also may be able to bring up some interesting subjects from having experienced before. If it were covered in another course I think that it may be handled in a different but it will be covering the same material that I know about form this class. I think that both Wendy and Dr. Lukken did a very good job in teaching these subjects to is in a fun way. It also made it more interesting to have a very divers class. We had all different types of people in our class so we got many different responses.  
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Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

This paper designed to help a person to create and convey their own ideas about the Chinese culture.  We were given the book Dream of the Red Chamber to read and were basically given free reign for the thesis of our paper.  We had to come up with our own ideas about what the book was telling us about Chinese society and culture.  The book was specifically about an ancient Chinese family's daily life, the trivial things.  I came up with the thesis about honor being the most important thing in their lives.  I then had to be able to convey that idea through writing to Dr. Francis and support it.

I didn't particularly enjoy the book, but it did help me to learn how to take seemingly random information and glean a thesis statement.  Because the book was so popular, and discredited, we can assume that the daily life stuff was very accurate.  So from that we can then get a picture of what life was really like for the ancient Chinese. 

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

I have learned that I am better adapted to be given a specific thesis rather than developing my own.  If given a topic and then asked to discus it, I can then get my own conclusions that relate to it.  But for creating my own ideas, at least in this particular instance, I'm not well suited.  I believe, however, that when it comes to the actual conveying of the idea or message that I want to get out there, I do well.  I have strengths in saying exactly what I want to say, using the best phrases possible.  I have a weakness in starting out, but once I get going, I do well.

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

If I were to have a similar assignment in another class one of the main things I would need to change would be that I would definitely need to start out sooner.  Since I have issues with actually creating the idea, the quicker that I get started, the longer I will have to get the perfect idea that I can argue/convey well.  Since I normally start out late, I have less time to be creative and come up with a decent thesis statement.  I can also work on my creativity.  Maybe I'll hang out with some artsy people or something :-D
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Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

This assignment was relative to the communication goal because after I read the book "The Prince" I had the assignment of evaluating and expressing my ideas and the things I learned in a paper. I analyzed the book and applied the things i learned into my thesis and from there I was able to evaluate and express my opinions and ideas. The assignment was also valuable to the communication goal because the book that we read was a famous book that I had never had the opportunity to read before. The ideas and the concepts in the book are referred to constantly in life. Understanding and having knowledge of the book increases my communication skills tremendously.

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

From this assignment I learned how to form ideas and opinions and back them up with examples from the book to form a strong thesis. My strengths were that I realized I had strong opinions and ideas on the things I read and I enjoyed writing about them. My weakness was that I had a hard time taking a strong stand on an issue because I did not want to be wrong and my papers ended up a little weak at the end. I needed to elaborate more and back my ideas up better. I also realized that I had a hard time sticking to a few strong points and backing them up effectively.

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

Through this paper and the other writing assignments in the class I learned how to express my ideas and opinions and back them up with evidence. I need to crtically think while I read and mark or underline ideas from the book that seem valuable to my thesis or opinion. While reading I need to formulate my own ideas and when writing I need to stick to a specific thesis and then spend the rest of the paper using enough examples  to back it up.
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Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

this assignment to read cry the beloved country taught me a lot about how to gather information by reading novels and understanding what the author was trying to portray by the story there are many grreat novels and many great authors throughout the worlds history and these books can teach us a lot about the world and ourselves we just have to hvae the will power to read them and make the effort to learn from them what the author wants to get across

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

ive learned that my weakness is not having a joy for reading but as i read the novel cry the beloved country i realized this and i will work on it i think reading is something that a person can learn to enjoy i just have to take the time to do it one of my strengths ive learned to make myself do something i dont want to do so self discipline is very important in school and employment and will be for all students fo rthe rest of our lives

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

i need to start earier and not procrastinate that way i may get done earlier to reveiw and perfect my work and i will most likley do a better job cause i will not be under so much stress to get the book read and the assignment done in so doing i will be able to retain more important information to do better work getting done with the reading earlier i will be able to write a rough draft paper to make my final paper better and most likely get a better grade i would also do a little research of the author and the novel and the time period it was written in wich would give me a better understanding of the author and the book and whats its teaching me
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Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

In the book The Prince Machiavelli analyzes and discusses many ways in which a prince can and will become most powerful.  When reading this book you really have to study and analyze the things that he discusses as well because it is very complex.  The whole book talks about carefully making the right decisions and what is ethical to do in each situation when wanting to gain and retain power.  When wanting more power if it comes down to needing to betray people or even kill people Machiavelli says do it.  He is all about more and better and is almost cold hearted in what he would do to get this.  Analyzing the information given in The Prince will give you many helpful tactics in becoming a better leader.  Everything that this book talks about is related to  making carefull, well considered and ethical decisions.  No one in a situation of power would make a major decision without analyzing the information.

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

From reading this book I now am able to study and take better notes when reading.  The Prince was harder reading for me and really made me take it slow. I then really thought and discussed the things Machiavelli wrote about.  I would think about his viewpoints in a positive and negative way so that i could get the most out of reading this.  Someone who was in the position of wanting to gain power as a prince or even become one, this would be a very helpful book.  Machiavelli tells it how it is, knowing exactly what the strengths and weaknesses are in having power over people.  Another thing that everyone will come to realize in life is that in making many decisions not always will good things come from it.  Machiavelli writes about this as well, that sometimes you will be faced with a decision that either way you go you may put yourself in danger of losing power.

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

Take more time studying the information.  To not just skim over the assignment but to really think about it and analyze the different ways i could approach it.  Maybe even talk to others about it and get there view points.  When i was reading The Prince i talked to some people about the book and got there ideas of how they felt about Machiavelli's viewpoints.  This really helped me a lot in writting the paper for S. Francis's History class.  Because of this i will now analyze and discuss the assignment given to me better and take more time on it.  I know that one thing that would really help me and anyone in that matter is to get more information that is relevant to the issues you are talking about.  To study and research not just on the surface but to really find out about the topic and assignment.  It will make it easier to complete and make more sense to you when you are reflecting upon it.  These are all things that will help you to understand and do better on future assignments and experiences.
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Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

The assignment was to write an essay on Machiavelli's The Prince and to find out what the ideal ruler did.  This involved a lot of analyzing because there were so many things that a good Machiavellian ruler did, but was difficult in putting together what his main characteristics were.  The assignment forced me to take the explicit do's and don'ts that Machiavelli listed and find out what was underneath, and what Machiavelli's ultimate ideal was.  It forced us to analyze the real issues and ideals of Machiavelli, and look beyond the traditional dictionary definition.  If we had not read the book and written an essay on it, we probably would not have known a Machiavellian besides evil dicatators.

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

The essay taught me a lot about analyzing the information I use and deciding what is the actual answer I am looking for.  My essay was poorly done, admittedly, but it gave me a learning experience to use what I have read and determine my opinions and judgments with care.  It wasn't until our class discussion that I realized just how much of Machiavelli I was missing out on.  I never looked beyond mere political power and national stability as to the reasons behind Machiavelli's book.  It has far more applications, from parenting to controlling a classroom.  It was then that I realized just how much I did not analyze when I wrote my essay.  The essay and class discussion were eye-openers that I needed to learn to better analyze the information I have been given and to see just how far-reaching the consequences of an idea or set of ideas has.

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

I need to take more time to read and understand what I am reading, and its importance.  I also need to be reading with the purpose in mind of what I am trying to learn from the book.  I just need to think more and see the connections between what I am reading and what I am looking for to determine my opinion on a reading.  It might also help to discuss my assignment beforehand with others and guage their opinions and insights.  I also have to look beyond the face value of what is being said and determine the why of it.  That is, i need to judge the motive as well as the how to portion.  I think that I just need more practice analyzing, such as defining historical signaificances of events and people, as well as continued essay writing to learn to put my own thoughts into action.
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Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

In considering general education requirements at Weber State, the concept of information analysis seems a rather basic, inherent, and fundamental aspect of such a requirement. During this course, along with every other course I have taken, the ability to digest information has been a key factor in most of the exercises as part of the class.

Such was the case when time came to complete an assignment during which I wrote a response to an historic Chinese novel (Red Chamber.doc). Our assignment was to read the book and respond in our essay regarding some important aspect, or insight gained, regarding Chinese society. The assingment left the task of thesis development to the student. With no specific guidelines in such regard, the assignment required a more thoughtful approach to analyzing the book and developing a meaningful thesis.

In terms of relevance to information analysis as a goal, the assignment approached this general idea in fairly specific and direct terms. We were asked to analyze the information presented in the novel. This is not to say that the assignment was so specific to the process that further insight was not gained; but it did serve as a perfect illustration of analytical skills being properly applied. The assignment requried looking further than organization of the information; it required developing the appropriate pool of information from which an interpretation of the material could be drawn. As such, it served the purpose of information analysis in somewhat complete terms.

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

When I completed Red Chamber.doc, I received one of my better scores in this particular class. Such has been the case in many of my other courses. Assignments which allow me to develop an idea on my own terms tend to drive me deeper into the information and I have often received better scores and feedback from such assignments.

This type of skill seems, to me, perhaps the most applicable skill type developed in an educational environment for application outside the classroom. The ability to gather meaningful information from a given data source and present some worthwhile interpretation from it is fundamental in nearly every professional, occupational, and even social capacity in my view.

As an archaeologist, this intent and practice is inherently required. This assignment, used as an example, has reinforced my confidence that this type of skill is something that I feel quite comfortable utilizing, particularly while I have been at university. I personally enjoy the challenge in testing myself on my own terms; it seems to me that it takes an added cognitive step to allow ones self to be that much more self-critical in development of ideas. An assignment such as this one shows me that perhaps it is one of my more widely applicable skills that has been further developed during my time at Weber State.

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

As this type of assignment (Red Chamber.doc) is common in many of my courses at Weber State, I will continue to develop a strong and personal approach to how I utilize information and reinterpret it. It seems that one can only become more thoughtful, more thorough, and more fully aware of the information being sourced in order to draw a fully developed set of ideas from it.

As already stated, this type of skill is elemental in every facet of my studies and inherently becomes one of the principle aspects of the work and challenges presented to me through my classwork. To me, the analytical process will probably serve as the most useful and applicable experience from my time at Weber State that will carry over into my professional life.

In terms of education, I think that the ability to analyze information is, more or less, the principle goal. It seems the basis from which our educational systems are developed and I would hope that experience and challenges in such a capacity continue to be a part of my education throughout my lifetime. The information is all around us, every day; it is certainly what the university is in place to provide. We live in the "Information Age" and it truly comes to us each, individually, to have the ability (hopefully) to be able to make something from all of that data.
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Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

For this paper I was assigned to read Machiavelli's Prince, describe the characteristics Machiavelli thought a good prince would have, and support it with examples from the book. Characteristics for good princes weren't simply listed off in the book, so I had to use the evidence of Machiavelli's historical references of good and bad princes to figure out what the underlying important trait was. Then I had to compare the traits I came up with to find out what they all had in common. What did they all have to do with being a good prince? They all seemed to point to success and avoiding failure in war, in public relations, and during change. Putting Machiavelli's ideas within the context of the times in which they were written, allowed me to see that it is a reflection of the humanist ideas of the period, since 'divine right' is entirely absent from his writings. Knowing the divided politics of Italy at the time helped me to understand Machiavelli's purpose in writing The Prince. Also, I understood that 'Machiavellian', as typically used today to describe an action, is narrowly understood to mean 'rule by fear', but it misses the context with which that tactic should be used in Machiavelli's world. From a primary source, I was expected to reason out meanings that weren't expressly written in the text, and it gave me some considerable practice in analysis.

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

I realize now that after reading someone's ideas, I often have an intuitive sense of what their meaning is and whether it makes sense or not. Especially if it is a subject that I'm particularly interested in, I will think about it a lot and usually come to an understanding, even if its meaning is not apparent to me right away. My struggle is trying to explain what I think in words, though writing out my ideas is helpful. As a result, I tend to cut the explanations short, since I often can't think of a way to describe them in depth. Sometimes I can be vague, though I try to use a larger vocabulary to communicate precise meanings. If I have no interest in the topic, I don't think about the reasons and meanings for it like I should, so the resulting paper can be obvious and have no real thinking involved. However, its not in my nature to write a sub-par paper if I can help it, so I do the best I can with the time I have to write it.

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

In the future, I should be able to improve my analytical skills if I read books with more of a focus on the ideas presented rather than what is expressly stated. Being well-read on a subject before writing my ideas would also help a lot more helpful than reading a couple short things and basing my paper on general ideas. It would help if I allowed more time for me to think about the pre-writing steps, such as the wording of my thesis, outlining how the structure of my paper will work, and researching the best examples from the book. I need to revise my paper with an eye checking for the soundness of my arguments, rather than simply making sure the grammar and punctuation are passable. Perhaps allowing other people to critique my views will help me identify weaknesses. If my arguments are weak, or fallacious, I should allow myself the time to consider how I can improve or change them. Probably the most helpful thing I could do is to look at more things analytically and not just when I'm assigned a paper. The practice would come in handy.

Reviewer Comments:

Level: Sophomore

Criteria:

    3 Goal 3 - Analyzing Information

Cell status is PENDING and cannot be altered

Items currently associated with cell:

Title 
Size 
Created By 
Last Modified 
Remove?

cry, the beloved country.doc 
26KB 
Student_40 
12-04-2006 


Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

  In this course, all of our assignments consisted of reading a book that was relevant to the subject matter, and writing a three to five page response to that book.  We were given a general idea of what to write about, but the thesis and content of the paper was up to us.  Obviously this forced us to think hard and analyze what we were reading instead of just reading for pleasure.  We had to come up with the material and we had to make it something worthwhile, or we would not get a decent grade.  Personally I found it very challenging.  I knew I could read a book, but I had a hard time figuring out what the bigger message was and forming it into a presentable essay.  I think by the end, though, I had a better grasp on the concept, and it was a lot easier for me to write the last paper, Cry the Beloved Country, than either of the previous two.  This could be due to the fact that it was a more straightforward topic, or the book was easier reading, but whatever reason I felt I had done a better job on this paper than the previous two papers. 

    In this essay I was asked to discuss the concept of race from the author's point of view.  The whole book had incidences where there were clearly racists comments and actions, but it was not enough to just pick out examples.  The difficult part was explaining why the examples we chose were relevant, and how they connected to the author's perspective of race.  This is where we had to analyze what the author was saying and figure out how this showed how he felt about racism in South Africa. 

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

  I have learned I have a really hard time getting my ideas down on paper.  For the book response assignments in this class I understand the assignment completely and read the book, but by the end of it I have no idea why the book has anything to do with what we are learning about in class or what I am going to write about for the next three to five pages.  I could tell you about any part of the book, but I have a hard time connecting the significance to the story, or further, the story to the essay question.  I have my own thoughts about the book, but they do not seem to be what the assignment is asking for.  After reflecting for a little while I get ideas of what to write, but because our assignment topics are so broad, it is hard to focus on what the thesis is and then express it in a few words to try and make sense out of it.  I guess my weakness is analyzing the information from the material and then putting it into words, creating the connection for the reader. 

    Analytical thinking is tough and I have learned that even if I have all the information and feel like I have a great knowledge of the subject, it is extremely hard to write a good paper - or what someone else thinks is a good paper.  I think the only way to make analyzing information a strength is to practice it over and over.  I have learned that there is always something to improve. 

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

I think there are many small changes that can be made that will help to improve my ability to analyze information. I think one way to improve this skill is to practice it over and over. In all my classes I am taking now we are asked to analyze information in some way or another. This seems to be a skill that they want students to perfect in college because I do not think I have taken a class yet where we have not been asked to think critically or analyze some type of information. The most important way to develop this skill is to continue to do the best that is possible on every assignment, and learn a little bit more each time I analyze information. I';s a continual process that takes time and experience to develop.

One thing that helps me when writing a long complex paper is writing an outline of all the points I want to cover, and list them in order. Then when I go to write my paper it is not a jumbled mess, and at least the organization is there. This also helps me collect my thoughts and allows me to organize them before I start typing away. This is a very important step for me, because otherwise I have a really hard time communicating what I want to say and analyzing the information logically.
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Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

On all of our tests we were given the name of a person or a situation in history and were asked to identify and explain the significance of that person or situation.  The idea was not to just say everything the person did or what happened in the situation, but to analyze the importance or significance in history given the actions taken and outcomes of what was effected by them.  We also had to give the dates and analyze what happened before or after these identifications that caused the occurrences or was changed by them.

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

I would say that I learned that gathering information and presenting it is not quite enough!  I learned that the idea was not only to identify the person or situation, but to analyze why or how what happened was significant in history.  I am good at seeing how situations intertwine and affect each other, but it is hard for me to pick one specific instance and analyze its significance.  I sometimes get caught up in trying to impress the reader with how much information I can retain, and not focusing on the task as well.

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

I think in the future I would like to sit down with my professor to ensure that I did my part in understanding exactly what was necessary for the assignment.  I sometimes read into things and assume that I will just get away with impressing the reader with my memory, whereas I need to be showing my ability to understand why I am retaining this information and what reactions this information has caused.  I think also I would focus more on getting the deeper meaning of what I am learning and why things are the way they are.  In a sense, I guess that really means I am learning to analyze as opposed to just memorize.
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Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

I think that the paper that was assigned to us, on the book The Prince by Machiavelli, connected greatly to analyzing information.  For this assignment we were asked to give specific examples, from the book, on what an ideal prince was from Machiavelli’s point of view. Throughout the book Machiavelli gives advice to princes, and men who will become princes, on how to properly and efficiently rule a kingdom.  When I wrote Prince Paper.doc, I chose three main characteristics that mark an ideal prince; warlike, feared, and wise.  When assigned to read and write about The Prince I had to analyze the book thoroughly.  I had to think about what ideas Machiavelli came up with about princes in order to carefully organize my thoughts and be able to write about it.  I also had to understand why these characteristics were so important.  Once I understood what his ideas were I could relate them to every day life. I can now understand that Machiavellian ideas are still relevant in the leaders of the modern world.  I was able to form a new form of organizing my thoughts as well.  While reading The Prince I decided to highlight specific points and I outlined those points on a separate sheet.  When I used this process on other assignments, it made my understanding of other the books a lot clearer.  With all the other papers that followed, in this class, I was able to use this same process of analyzing to understand the other books and write papers about them. I feel that this class along with this paper has opened my mind to a lot of new aspects.  I think that this class connects with the general education goal of analyzing information, because, in this class we learn how to analyze different things and relate them to today, in order to help us make better goals and decisions.  I have learned a lot about the world we live in today by reading The Prince and I have enjoyed the opportunity to really analyze its qualities.

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

I have always had the weakness of never really analyzing anything deeply.  I have always just skimmed the surface and tried to figure out main points by looking at the obvious.  When I started reading The Prince, it became very clear to me that I was going to have to analyze this book more than I had planed on.  I realized, after reading the book thoroughly and highlighting key points, that it is easier to analyze things deeper than to just skim the surface.  I realized that I understood Machiavelli’s points much clearer now; than I would have had I just skimmed the pages.  This pushed me to analyze several other things in education.  Not only for this class but I try to get the bigger picture out of all my classes now.  I have brought myself up to a whole other way of thinking.  Not that I was stupid before, but I just think a little bit more about things, that before, I didn’t think really mattered.  I just think that I always had the ability to analyze concepts and ideas, but I just did not have the motivation or time.  Along with that weakness, of not analyzing enough, I found out that I do have strengths when it comes to analyzing information.  I definitely don’t have a problem expressing my opinions, whether it is vocally or on paper.  I also can connect one event to another.  For example in Prince Paper.doc I was able to discuss how Adolf Hitler had Machiavellian qualities.  However, at the same time I was able to write that I did not feel that Hitler was an ideal prince.  I have always been able to express myself and my opinions openly.  For the most part I find that to be strength.  Now that I have learned how to better analyze I feel that my opinions are solid because I have the right analysis to back them up.  I have definitely learned that I have weaknesses and strengths when it comes to analyzing information, but this class and paper have helped me overcome some obstacles as well as magnify my strengths.

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

If and when I have another class at Weber State University I will have to make certain changes in progressing positively towards analyzing information.  I feel that one of the things that I will have to change academically to improve is to make more time to really analyze things.  For example, when I was writing Prince Paper.doc it was towards the beginning of the semester when I wasn’t so stressed with school.  I was able to sit down and really study The Prince.  When I had the task of writing another paper for this class during midterms I was not able to (or just didn’t) put as much time into it as I should have.  With no shock to me I did a lot better on Prince Paper.doc.  Time was everything.  I just need to make more time to analyze what I am reading.  When I sit down and really put forth the effort to think about what I am reading then the out come is a lot better for not only my grades, but my understanding of the subject as well.  I feel that, even though I have learned to analyze better from this assignment and class, making more time to analyze will benefit me in all my classes and my life in general.  Being that History is my major, I feel that I have learned a lot from this class that will help me analyze better in the future so that I can think more clearly and make ethical decisions.  I think that History 1510 does fulfill the general education requirements because it teaches how to analyze information properly which is a necessity in the education system.  The process of writing my paper on what the Machiavellian prince is has helped me learn how to analyze well and is a good example of the progress I have made in fulfilling my general education requirements.   
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Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

well this assigment is related to humanities in all aspects. Shows how different views of race can cause conflict in society. Show how human beings deal in all aspects of life, love , anger, frustration, hate. Also show differet faces of the South African society.Wealth, poverty, segragtion, power.

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

This book shows that are things more important then money. Love, family, freedom.  Hope is an importan tool that make you reach far in life. By reading this book I have a better understanding of the events of this history class that happend on the colonization of africa by europeans. I enjoy reading this book.

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

I think this assingment was better then the other two,(red chamber and machiavelli) because was easy to read. But  the teachers job on this assignment was appropiate to the class.

Reviewer Comments:

Level: Freshman

Criteria:

    6 Goal 6 - Social/Behavioral Sciences

Cell status is PENDING and cannot be altered

Items currently associated with cell:

Title 
Size 
Created By 
Last Modified 
Remove?

Matt BennerHistory 1510In Mr.wpd 
2.2KB 
Student_39 
12-03-2006 


Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

The assignment of the map quiz allowed me to learn the regions and areas of the globe.  Without this understanding I would have had a hard time keeping up with the class, I would have been less aware of a cultures surroundings which greatly affect how a people live.  For instance, a country with access to water would be more inclined to develop their navy rather then army.  If a country has a mountain range extremely close this must be considered when attempting to take other peoples land.  A military is likely to adapt to their conditions and understanding the map is a key to understanding history i feel.

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

People interract with their neighbors in different ways, throughout history, countries have fought over boundries and land rights.  For this reason, learning the map as it is today will benefit me to understand the end result of history.  After all the wars, and battles fought, the globe has been carved out to what we currently accept as our boundries.  THe map quiz allowed for me to know these areas at the onset of the term to aid in my learning process.

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

I used my memorization skills in order to pass this quiz, I will most definately use the same skills in future classes at Weber State.  This quiz, I feel will help in many subjects as culture and society comes up frequently in lectures.  I feel that knowing where certain key features are can help me in keeping logistics accurate.
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Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

I believe that The Prince.doc is realated to goal 6 because it offers an insite on how one group of people, a monarchy, would deal with a class of people lower than them or in opposition to them.  This paper describes also the behavior of the monarchy in this time period and what was believe by Machiavelli that would best benefit this group of people if they wished to gain power.  His idea of a perfect prince was used by some in history and that has shaped what our world has become.  I am sure that there are also those that have read this book and decided to not live this way which has also shaped our world.  This paper is related to this goal because it has to do with the study and understanding of such ideas.  This is crucial, in my opinion, to be able to understand the trends that are in place and what might happen in the future.  It is also my belief that we perform best in the present and future if we understand the past.  The Prince was written by a man who was trying to help people to understand that there was a way to unite a broken up Italy.  In his writing he gave many examples of how to do so.  By understanding Machiavelli's ideal prince, we could understand the mindset of those in that time period who were in similar situations and shared a similar status as Machiavelli.  Also we can understand better why some of his ideas were used by monarchs and aspiring leaders of the world to do what they did. 

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

After writing The Prince.doc I found that I have to do much more studying of cultures of the world to understand better history how it can affect us now.  I also realized that I need to study more than just the historic aspect of the world.  I also need to study the political aspect in order to gain a better understanding of what the history means.  I realized as well that I needed to study and understand the different religions of the world.  This has a huge impact on what can happen in goal 6.  I also realized, however, that I enjoy very much all of these things so it won't be a problem to me to study.  I enjoy learning about the different cultures and how other people's minds work.  I like to find ways of improving myself and I figure this is a good way to do it.  Like the old cliche says, "Knowledge is power."  That is the truth.  We can draw on these ideas to better the future.  I know that I have to be less bias when it comes to certain concepts.  I won't give up my personal beliefs to accomodate for others, but I must be more open minded to understanding why people do things even if I don't agree with these things. 

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

I need to do more study of the topic.  I also need to allow myself more time in order to do better work.  When I did this I was really pressed for time because I had procrastinated and so I need to fix a shedule in order to make sure that that doesn't happen again.  I need to make sure that I plan farther ahead and be more responsible about my work. I need to make more of an effort in understanding the goal and caring more to achieve it. 
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Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

The book Cry, the beloved country really gave me a good sense of what was actually going on in south africa. The book was very useful in helping me understand some of the significant aspects about South Africa because it seemed so realistic. Understanding all the racial turmoil is very relevant to World history because it was and still is an enormous issue that goes on in our world. This book definetly defines a social science class in everyway. I read the book and then wrote a paper on the most important topic you could have from it. Writing about aparteid and all the other segregated countries else where also helped me learn how to write better papers in a more formal way. I think it is important and a fundamental to learn how to write correctly and how ever it should be required to be written. I found myself discussing South Africa in a few other classes because its significance spreads even further outside into other classes i have taken. When i have written these papers and after i get them back i also get very good insight on how to improve in my writing skills. This allows me to improve dramastically in several other classes. Good writing is an essential to succeeding in a large portion of my classes. This paper is also a very good exercise in helping me develop creativitiy and innovation when it comes to trying to gain a nice letter grade as well. Writing papers also require good research abilities that help in many ways even outside the classroom. So when it comes to writing book reports related to history there is more to it than just learning the history but things like, good grammer, creativity, word processing skills, and researching as well are all key things you learn and get better at.

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

I find reading and writing about this book has been very resourceful and useful to me in several ways. By letting me see and understand where my weaknesses and strengths show. This allows me to improve in areas where I need and allows me to better on my next attempt. I found out several things such as quoting and citing things happen to be my weakness, whereas writing the information in a very clear decisive form come more natural for me and I see that when I get my papers back. Some other great things about writing papers is it allows me to do research which would also be one of my weaknesses that I must improve to help my future grades and to create better papers. The topic may have been so detailed that I only had one option I could go with this paper but that allows me to work with I got and it makes me believe that I can write about anything no matter what it is about. I would say at first it was one of my weaknesses , but I think I have dramatically improved on writing a certain type of paper and I can still find myself at a certain level which helps me understand where I am at on my level of skill when it comes to making great papers. This also required plenty of reading which also needed improvement. I feel like I got a lot out of this book and that is because my reading skills have improved a great bit over time also. This paper was my most recent and I find it to be big progress from my first one.

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

I have learned a lot about what I can improve and I also see how much I have improved. I found all the writing assignments to seem to touch a little bit more than the other on certain aspects about writing and the approach that should be taken toward it. When I finished this last book Cry the beloved country I felt like I have dramatically improved on my paper writing abilities and . I have seen some of my mistakes such as a weak thesis sentence and that helps me out when fixing it because I am learning what is right from wrong and eventually it will come more to me like common sense. It also points out that I should work more on my research skills because having good resourceful information is critical to match your clarity and masterpeice work of writing. It may be only at college level but this will stick with me for ever as long as I got to create good writing for other people to read and comprehend I will strive to get better at it. This is a key to gaining success in my strategy and I am glad that the paper wasn’t just boring because I had a very interesting topic that went with a book so well. The book also went with the class very well and this also gives me a sense to decide on what to read, how to read it also, and how to cope with decisions. These things are essential in many classes and from all different departments and level of education. These papers are also very useful to learn good information and they should be held on to just incase you have a specific reason that you should read it and it would be in your own words so it helps you for an example and like a study guide.
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Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

I feel that I have learned more from the lectures in this class than from any other assignments, so I have included an outline of the topics discussed during class throughout this semester. Upon paying close attention, and considering how each separate lecture relates to all the others, I have been able see the big picture of the repeating patterns of history. We have discussed the rise and fall of nations and the causes behind such events. Throughout these discussions I have gained a greater understanding of the motivations behind collective human behavior. Along with that I have gained a greater understanding of how this collective behavior personally influences/affects the lives of each individual.

The lectures as a whole have also provided me with a greater appreciation of the progress that has been made over the centuries, despite the fact that history repeats itself. Many horrible things have happened in the past, but they slowly build up over time to make each generation slightly more advanced than the one before.

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

This experience has allowed me to recognize my ability to analyze the information provided in each story/lecture and understand it in context compared to the whole. I have also been able to recognize my ability to see how this information applies to my own behavior and the behavior of others in the present.

The experience has also allowed me to recognize the possible weakness of overanalyzing, placing too much importance on the whole and therefore not paying enough attention to specific details. I know that is my own weakness, because specific details were provided in the lectures.

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

I will continue to analyze how each lecture fits into the big picture, because I feel that it is very important in our global society to be able to see how everything fits together. But I will try to place more importance on understanding and retaining the specific details of each lecture. There may be valuable lessons to be learned from also considering the events in a more isolated manner, because that is more likely to be the manner in which the events being discussed were experienced. Doing so may provide me more clarity on the subject.
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Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

The assignment we were given was to read the novel Cry, the Beloved Country and write a 3-5 page paper pertaining to the issues of race in South Africa. The topic of the paper was to describe aspects of race in South Africa, using specific examples from the text. We were to analyze these examples and compare and contrast them to other forms of racism. This assignment and/or experience are connected to social/behavioral sciences because it does deals with the understanding of how people interact with each other and relate to the world. From reading the book, I was able to gain a better understanding of how people interact and react with each other when they are being oppressed due to their race. I was able to comprehend what ignites people to be hostile, and what causes them to rebel. I was then able to look up other examples of racism in the past and see how societies behaved and how they could relate to each other in their struggles. I wrote down all of my ideas in an organized matter, using my examples and stating my conclusion. This assignment allowed me to look at a challenging and horrific time for a nation, and also see how these people behaved in the way that they did. I was then able to analyze the cause and effect, and make a connection. History is the study of the past, and when studying the past, you can look at how societies acts, and what results from their actions in certain circumstances. This assignment gave me the perfect opportunity to do so. It gave me the opportunity to look at and study social/behavioral sciences in history.

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

As a result from this assignment and/or experience, I was able to learn some things about my strengths and weaknesses when attempting to achieve the goal relating to the social and behavioral sciences. First of all, I learned that I have a strength in understanding information I read, even information I have been taught. I’m very attentive when being taught, whether it be from a book or an instructor. When learning how social and behavioral sciences relate to history, I make certain connections. I can easily understand how one suffrage movement in history can relate to another, and so on with other events. However, writing papers has always been somewhat of a challenge for me. I’ve learned in my years of schooling that I have a hard time expressing myself through my writing, and this assignment proved to be no exception. I spend a lot of time on papers that I feel are, well, not great, considering the time I had put into it. I would much rather be tested on information than write a paper trying to prove a concept or express a thought. For example, doing this reflection has taken me over two hours! At one point, the website timed out. It only gives you a half of an hour to complete the responses. I lost my entire first response due to the time restriction! I redid it, of course, but typed everything out on a word document first, then pasted it to the website.  Writing about the social and behavioral sciences, and how it ties into a historical event was a bit of a challenge for me, as is pretty much any writing assignment. It is definitely a weakness.

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

I know and accept that there are always ways in which I could improve myself academic wise. In the future, if I was presented with a similar assignment or experience in a different WSU course, there would be a couple of things I would do in order to improve my progress toward the social and behavioral sciences. One obvious thing I would do would be to continue to work on my writing for my papers. Most courses require numerous papers to be written. I figure the more that I write, the better at it I will become. This will aid me to better articulate information, especially information that relates to social and behavioral sciences. Another thing I could do would be to look upon more resources for the science. I think it is good to look beyond your main source of study. In history, there are often times different accounts depicted in one event. This is not to say that you should believe everything you read, but you should keep an open mind, and lean on sources that are more reliable. It is a possibility that looking a little beyond the book, Cry the Beloved Country, could have helped in achieving the goal of the assignment. When studying social and behavioral sciences, it would be wise, if ever possible; to encounter and converse with a person that actually experienced an event that was the subject of your learning. If not that, maybe talking with someone who has any type of relation to a person who was a part of that account would be helpful. It could give you a clear perspective. Also, studying a little more can always be a big help.
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Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

Reading the book, The Prince, was a great way to learn the different actions of people as they react to different situations in life. Writing an essay on the book helped me look more closely into why the characteristics of what a Prince should be, is really an everyday tool used by any individual who seeks power in any manner. There was no better way to understand how a people interact with each other. Writing this essay helped me understand the nature and characteristics of human beings and how an individual may use specific strategies to keep him/herself atop of the game. The assignment was a great way of helping me understand in a relatively quick time what I need to know about human nature throughout the history of the world. No doubt, a single class could be taught just using The Prince as its subject. Giving this assignment at the beginning of the class really helped me look more into why certain individuals did something throughout history. Many times I wondered what the different motivations of people were when they did something in history, but this assignment, as well as the lectures, showed more what the motivations of people are and how they may effect the world.

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

I learned many things that helped fulfill this general education requirement. I learned how the influence of power driven people might change the way an entire country, kingdom, or even the world are. I learned that I could develop a strength in leaning history. Before this class, or even this assignment, I didn’t really have a great desire to learn tons about history. I mostly just wanted to fulfill my requirement in history to move on into my education. Professor Francis really opened me up to learning more about history. I really have learned to appreciate the subject and have even considered majoring in it now. I knew learning about history could help us learn from the past but I really didn’t think much about it. I felt there really weren’t tons we as a people could learn from studying history. I now love seeing the effect that something in history had and now has in my life today. There is great importance in studying history. My main weakness was my lack of knowledge when it came to the subject of history. I knew enough to get by but if anyone wanted to really talk about a war that took place, or any other event in history, my knowledge was only surface deep. I now feel that my knowledge has grown immensely. I have learned so much about history and the subject has become really intriguing to me, even though my test scores may not show it.

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

I would most definetly spend more time researching the subject. I learned so much from just a little book, but if I would have done more research I would have learned so much more and my understanding would be so much greater. There is still so much that I can learn about interacting with others in my day-to-day life. I would certainly give the assignment way more thought if I knew that I would have learned so much from doing it. I love being able to do something that I learn tons from and if I had to do something similar again, I would hope that I would take it in a serious manner and learn and grow to the best of my abilities. I could probably try to figure out how the assignment helps me further progress in my university career, and by doing so the assignment would mean so much more knowing that it actually had a purpose in helping me learn. I would feel so much more motivated to complete an assignment that I knew was going to benefit me in the end.
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Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

The experience of writing Cry, The beloved Country.doc  allowed me to understand why people fall into social darwinistic ways of thinking. It gave me a chance to reflect upon racism within a new light. For years I had mainly heard of racism within the U.S.,but this assignment gave me the chance to see how another country, namely South Africa,dealt with their problematic social conditions.

The assignment asked me to compare and contrast the conditions of South Africa and America during the 1940's. with the task set before me i did a bit of research into American history, aside from that of South Africa. In doing so i realized that segregation is one of the worst things two races can go through. Maybe if the rule of separate but equal were followed it would not be so bad; since this is nearly impossible segregation can not be turned to as a means of survival.

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

Through writing Cry, The beloved Country.doc i found that i myself have a weakness. I have the inability to follow an event as a whole to gain the understanding of the situation. I commonly miss the big picture because i am sort of a stickler for details. My mind and consentration get caught up in a single detail. That one detail becomes my one and only focus. I have been aware of this weakness, and i have tried to work on it and i believe that my writing of Cry, The beloved Country.doc has helped me with that.

Since the assignment asked me to compare and contrast both America's and South Africa's racist issues within the 1940's i was in a way forced to take a step back and take a look at the bigger picture. I believe this assignment has helped me to do so, and seeing the larger picture is begining to emerge as a growing strength of mine.

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

Cry, The beloved Country.doc allowed me to broaden my horizens. As i stated before the writing of this assignment helped to shrpen my skills of understanding the bigger picture. Since this assignment was tryly my first successful attempt at viewing the larger picture to gain a better understanding i believe that all following attempts will be met with greater success.

In the future when i am asked to study social and behavioral interactions among people i wont simply focus on a single event. i will get an over view of all the events pertaining to my assignment. This assignment taught me to look to other forms of reference. This was no ordinary report on a novel. I looked into a couple history books so i could see the lasting effects of the subject at hand. In this instance the subject was segregation and racism. In the future i will gather more forms of reference, and i will be able then to grasp the bigger picture. 
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Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

Learning of Suleyman the Magnificent and his  contributions to the would as we know it today has opened my eyes to culures that I may have previously misunderstood.  His amazing skill at both war and peace and his ability to foster progress have contributed to my progressive views on other cultures.

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

I have found  that I quickly understand a culture and have learned that before one passes judgment on that culture, (though, it may not be appropriate to pass judgment at any time) that you first must look at the social history to have a clear picture of that’s cultures progress and reasons for their current views.  Conversely, I have found that I have a weakness in expressing my understanding.  I can understand the whole, but have a problem giving exact measurements on how I understand and specifics.

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

Unquestionably I must increase my ability to communicate what I have learned.  I have found I have a hard time expressing what I have learned unless I have a key to jog that memory. For example a multiple choice question allows me to queue up what I have learned, it gives me the key I need to recall information.  I am working on reducing my reliance on this type of memory and hope that in the future, I will be able to better recall from memory topics in essay format.
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Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

I think that this assignment is connected to goal six social/behavioral sciences because it helped the class realize the different behaviors of blacks and whites living in South Africa.  It gave us a new view of how people interact with one another and how that affected everyone worldwide.

We were able to see how apartheid affected the country and how that affected the whole rest of Africa.  It showed us how people relate with one another whether they are of a different race or class system.  Such as described in my paper when I talked about Kumalo when he had to adapt to the norms of the society with the whites when going to eat dinner in the Mission House.

This assignment helped me understand more of the way that people interact with one another.  Black people do interact differently with other black people.  It is the same with whites.  But when they intermingle the act differently and become uneasy.  That is a very interesting thing to watch.

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

In result of this assignment I have learned that no government can be perfect.  The whites that were running the government in South Africa were trying to build a country that would be stable and would be able to continue to grow, but as I stated in my paper, John Kumalo said that South Africa was being built in the mines on the backs of the blacks.  They were poor and discriminated against because of apartheid.  No country can or should be able to build up on slavery or on the backs of anyone else.  I have learned a lot about government and that while they try their hardest they cannot do it all.  It made me more appreciative of the country I do live in though and the time I live in.

I have also learned that people act according to the goals or ends they are trying to achieve.  Kumalo was a parson who just wanted to serve people and help make things around him better.  His son Absalom on the other hand didn't have any real goals so he ended up robbing a white man and killing him.  I learned we need to have goals and keep ourselves busy or then we get in trouble and so often turn to crime.

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

If I had a similar assignment in the future the changes I would make I believe would be minimal.  I learned more than I can explain from the assignment given.  I read the book on time and turned my paper in early so I could be critiqued on it.  I then fixed the problems and learned more than I thought I would have, especially about apartheid.

If I did do anything different though I would concentrate more on the relationships that were affected by what occurred during the course of the book or assignment.  I think that that was the biggest thing that I didn't focus on while reading the book.  I focused more on the concept.  Such as, while Kumalo was in Johannesburg and found his sister Gertrude, I didn't pay too much attention to her or to Kumalo's daugher-in-law.  I could have paid better attention to the impact they had on the story and also on Kumalo.  He was an important character and affected many people by the things he did.  People and concepts affect the world and I could have done better at that.  People affect the world in many ways, but concepts can do nothing without someone to do something about them.
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Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

In the course of the class, I think no other study or project better attributed to my understanding of how to go about investigating the course of history. Where much of history is taught through the victor, Machiavelli reminds us, if nothing else, that the intentions of leadership and especially of a victor ought to always first be to the loyalty of the people. If such is the case, then we must assume that the story of the people of that nation, or of any rivalry or "underdog" nation in the same scenario might be entirely different. For example, we must not assume that since Germany took the bulk of the punishment for the aftermath of World War I, that they were entirely at fault for the confrontation or even purely filled with malintent. We might discover in our studies that the first priority of France and Britain (or even the U.S.) was to keep the loyalty of their people and part of that must be convincing their people that they had a just victory worth the losses they endured. Whether examining ancient confrontations between distant cultures (Spain vs. the New World) or modern ones (the U.S. vs. Iraq), I believe I am better fit and guided in knowing what to look for to better understand the basic truths and intentions of all levels of each culture involved. Machiavelli reminds us here that the goal of the people may not match the goal of the leadership, though they can still work in harmony. If such is the case, there is no easy solution to solving confrontations today between ourselves and the Middle East, for example, since more than two parties are actually involved in the end. Overall, I believe I can better understand why nations in the past have made decisions that seem today so obviously contrary to common sense or human consideration, and why uprisings may or may not occur in troubled circumstance.

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

In my personal studies of history books, it has many times been the case that I will seek a better understanding of the true story by examining the perspective of the "underdog" or defeated peoples. After reading The Prince, however, I feel I may have overlooked digging deeper into the obvious or popular history—that is, I may have been too suspicious of the story told by the victory and therefore passed through mainstream history. Machiavelli does give us insight into how actions and intentions of various leadership may be varied or even deceitful and thus we may be suspicious of their statements concerning their own actions, but it also should tell us that there is more to the story when it comes to examining the story of the victor. For example, I have read many books concerning the American War between the States, but mostly from the perspective of the Southern people, leadership, or even of slaves and free blacks against and for the Southern war effort. I believe my previous strength in studying any history is that I will always try to understand the "other side". In other words, considering the negative portrayal on the American South by today's standards, how could anyone have supported their efforts? I would first seek out that answer. What appears to be a strength to me, however, has its own counterpart weakness, as I feel now that I may be too quick to overlook the popular history and how it may deeper explain the whole confrontation. In conclusion, this project has better equipped me in simply knowing what to look for in any perspective of history in order to best understand it.

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

One concept that was lacking in this assignment was the application of ideas I had learned. I think I did well in understanding how Machiavelli's concepts may be used to investigate history ancient, but I did not fully develop how such would affect our history in the making. It is easy enough to look back at any point in time to examine all perspectives and try to expose their failures and applaud their victories but it is quite another thing to be able to properly visualize the outcome of a confrontation in progress. I must remember that this book was written as a form of advice to a current Princedom of the time, not as a tool for judging history. Furthermore, while the first impression of this book and thus my assignment was to be suspicious of the intentions of leadership, it does teach that those conspicuous actions are often done for the perceived greater good for the nation. Sure enough we can examine our own governments and search for flaws in their goals and moral character, but we must understand the consequences of not always acting true to moral standard when it can already be assumed that an entire nation will not act true to such. Therefore, the latter of Goal 6 is better explained to me in this assignment, which is to understand or appreciate better the way people interact with each other and the world.
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Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

Reading  Cry, the Beloved Country, was a look into a time not long ago that not many people are very aware of.  Reading the book and writing the paper about it helped me understand more about why the things that happened in South Africa occured.  ie...Why so much violence, poverty, etc.  I see that the people reacted to the situations they were faced with in the ways they knew how to.

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

In completing Summer Lyo1.doc, I have learned that one of my weaknesses is not being totally aware of things that have happened in our worlds history, and therefore possibly not understanding the way things are today in certain areas because of things that have happened in the past.  One of my strenghts is the desire for more knowledge inorder be keep myself as well as others enlightened.

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

Something I could improve on is possibly doing a little background research on the topic I'm reading about in order to give myself an even stronger base to understand the book and write an educated and informed analysis.
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Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

My class is history 1510, which covers the time period of 100 to present. One of the assignment is class was to read the book "Dream of the Red Chamber", which is though my many to be China's foremost literary novel. This book give detailed information on what life was like in eighteenth century China, from the perspective of an aristocratic family. What I enjoyed so much about this assignment was that the detailed knowledge gained from reading this book and the subsequent book report that I wrote was two fold. One is that it gave me indept look at life in China during this time frame, not just from a historical perspective, but from a everyday life perspective - what people though, how they interacted with friends and family, as well as their customs. Secondly this assignment has show me the type of work that I can expect to be doing in achieving my other goal, obtaining a history minor. By this I mean, that there will be numerous research papers that I will be writing on my quest to obtaining a history minor and this assignment has helped me focus on what I need to do and how to prepare for future classes. 

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

As previously mentioned, this assignment, reading "Dream of the Red Chamber" and the subsequent book report has greatly help achieve my goal, learing about other cultures and how people interact. Several weakness have been brought to my attention. One was how I viewed other cultures. By this I mean viewing there customs and wondering why they act a certain way, or why they hold so strongly to certain beliefs. One of the enjoyable aspects to the assignment was that as a class we would discuss what we were reading. This gave insight to my fellow class member and the information that they were gleeming from their reading. This sometime help me focus on certains aspects of the book and helped clear up miss understandings that I had. Another weakness that I realized, was my poor writing skills which I posses and knowing that I plan on obtaing a history minor, and obtaing this goal I will be required to write many research papers, so this is one area that I will have to focus on. The strength I noticed was that I this assignment helped me realize just how much I truley love history and has wetted my appetite on this subject matter.

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

After taking this course and more particularly reading "Dream of the Red Chamber" and then writing a report, I have gained a greater appreciation for different cultures and also an understanding that other cultures and not much different from our cultures. People have the same desires and wants, and how they obtain them may differ, we are all very base with respect to certain goals - wealth, power, influence, and the methods we employ to obtain them. So in the future I believe when and if I have a simlar assignment I will try to understand better what is the core argument or what is actually the author try to convey. I believe this will help me better gleam the valuable information I need as well has help me to try and understand the people and cultures act and respond to certain events they encounter. Also just becoming comfortable and efficient at writing should also greatly help me with my goals
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Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

Crythebelovedcountry.doc 

Cry, the Beloved Country details the racism in South Africa and the interaction between European and African populations.  This book in particular is interesting because of the rare opportunity to discuss in detail the issues of Imperialism in Africa with South Africa as the focus.  By looking at the interaction between the native South Africans and their European counterparts we are able to discuss and draw conclusions regarding their ways of life.  Furthermore this assignment allows us to draw connections between other forms of racism on a global scale and understand the causes and outcomes racism has on the populations that are affected by these practices.  The interaction between European and South African populations is connected through context to problems in the Americas involving Africans, Native Americans, and even Europeans in the 20th century.  Racism or any other kind of prejudice regarding race, religion, economic status, and sex is an experience shared throughout history.

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

Crythebelovedcountry.doc

Cry, the Beloved Country in exploring racism and its effects exposed my weakness in understanding and contemplating continued prejudices.  It is easy to understand prejudice against Africans in South Africa in the context of Apartheid.  However one forgets that these prejudices have a history and do not come out of nowhere.  Like the awareness that was brought to attention with the case of South Africa it allowed me to remember that prejudices throughout history do not start with atrocities.  Prejudices against Jews did not start with Hitler.  These are deep seeded hatreds that are present for long periods of time before presenting themselves through great atrocities.  Cry, the Beloved Country by discussing race before Apartheid allowed the reader to remember this idea.  This is a weakness that results from studying history.  By categorizing certain events by dates rather then allowing for certain events to cross generations and eras.  Prejudice was not born out of events like the Holocaust, the Inquisition, or Slavery.  As a student of history it is necessary to understand the overlapping of ideas into various eras. undefinedundefined

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

I would not restrict this assignment to simply helping out on future assignments; rather the real significance comes from its applications to future experiences that will arise.  This allows for me as a student of history to be more careful in the tendency to try to categorize things into certain time periods.  Furthermore by understanding the situation of South Africa as it is presented with an emphasis of racisms effect on the economy I will be able to further understand the effects of other prejudices on economies outside of the South African situation without requiring a detailed examination.  By understand the ability of the European populations of South Africa to get rich off the labor of the oppressed Africans, I can further understand the ability of Nazi’s making profits off of Jewish labor, American industry making money off of Africans and later on Southeastern Europeans.  The book and its review allows for students of history to make broader connections between not only situations that occurred but also to gain a greater understanding of how events can build up and result in the atrocities mentioned in the previous section.
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Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

Machiavelli's The Prince.doc

Machiavelli's work is connected with goal six because it lays out clearly and orderly the facts concerning human nature of socio-political relations in society. "The Prince" is demonstrative of the social relations, not only between a government and society, but also inter-governmental relations amongst the princes. Machiavelli's basic insight into human nature and to the world of politics demonstrates that people never change, mobs will always be fickle, princes are always seeking to maintain power and to seek their own good, and the general pursuit of a clean image and a strong government is always at the height of any politicians social agenda. Our report and class discussion on "The Prince" provided much insight into how a government seeks to maintain a particular image amongst the people and the tremendous amount of effort and thought it takes to manipulate the system to your own advantage. The pragmatic approach of "The Prince" defines political science, not only in pre-renaissance Europe, but in all ages. This assignment demonstrated clearly that people never change and that many of the pragmatic principles of Machiavelli's prince are still a part of our own society.

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

Machiavelli's text was helpful for me in calling to my mind once again that history must be read existentially. That is the men and women throughout history have always been the same as they are today. These people were real, with real emotion, real fears, real relationships, and were not simply characters in a fictional play. It is always difficult for me to look beyond the fact that the people throughout history are not just characters in a book, but were actually real people. Machiavelli aided that particular weakness in my thought by reinforcing the principle that there is nothing new under the sun. Men and women in history were not just the product of a particular social or cultural situation which controlled every facet of their lives. They were not simply automatons that acted out of a cultural necessity but were very much like men and women in our own day. Furthermore, Machiavelli taught me to look beyond the general perception of the masses when examining the government or any other social institution. Often what an institution wants to portray of itself is not what it actually is in reality. Thus, the necessity of practicing more discernment in matters of evaluating social or cultural institutions and being more diligent in study as a means of escaping what masses willing accept in ignorance is a welcome lesson.

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

Most importantly I would need to simply remember the aforementioned principles that I have learned in Response 1 and 2. Furthermore I believe I need to look past the general content of the book or the writer and discern what the underlying tone of the message is. That is what is the author not only trying to communicate in his thesis, but what are his presuppositions and what are the basic premises upon which he is building. For example, what are his thoughts concerning human nature or what does he believe about personal relationships and in what way they can properly function. Also it would be prudent to remember Machiavelli's work and perform a compare and contrast with this "new" assignment that is of a similar nature. It would be helpful to utilize Machiavelli particularly noting the variations between Machiavelli and the "new" assignment since the difference between two works are often more telling than their similarities. Furthermore, examining society as a whole under the auspice of Machiavellian thought and how it relates to other ideas.
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Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

This is the third time I have tried to submit this paper so i am getting a little tired of writing the same thing over and over again, so forgive me if this doesn't make much sense. This assignment helped me in many ways because it allowed me to see the world of race from a different angle that I had never seen before. In this assignment we were asked to read the book Cry the beloved country. The book takes place in South Africa and is concerning the social structure between the blacks and the whites. We learn in the book that there are many reason the two races didn't get along. Of course the white man started the whole thing but it went deeper than that. We learn that at the time the two races were trying to make things work, fear stood in the way of both races and that didn't allow them to move forward and progress.

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

I learned much about my weakness during this assignment. I found out that I am very uneduacted when it comes to races not getting along. My whole life I just figured that racism was over and everyone got along fine. Well, that is because I live in Utah and I don't live in a very diverse area. I had to write a paper on how the book related to us now and it forced me to think of different ways race affected us. I tried to look at it from authors point of view and it made much more sense to me. I found man different reasons that whites and blacks don't get along today, and a lot of it has to do with fear. I never realized that we are in so much fear of other races and that is why we don't get along as well as we could. It is not just one way either, fear takes place no matter what color you are. My goal is just to become more educated on the subject. f

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

I think that the changes I need to make in the future I spoke of in the above paragraph. I need to become more educated on the subject at hand. This assignment made me much more aware of how different world views are crucial to understand. To often we get comfortable in the buble we live in and that has been my main problem. Since I grew up in a pretty decent neighborhood, I fail to venture out and try to understand where other people might be coming from. I often watch the news and wonder why there is so much crime and I wonder why people go hungry and homeless. This is a direct result of the buble I live in. I don't understand that not everyone grew up the way I did and not everyone has the same oppertunities I have. For the future I am going to try and understand more of where people are coming from. Like I said earlier, the book Cry, the Beloved Country helped me understand that there is always two sides to the story. This will help me in the future to try and be more understanding of other peoples thoughts and beliefs.
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Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

In Dr. Stephen Francis’ World History from 1500 until present the students were asked to write a paper on The Prince by Niccolò Machiavelli.  This paper along with the reading of this book was the first book and reflective paper that the students were asked to write in History 1510.  This paper was a great challenge and was great paper to start off the semester with.

This paper got the students to interact in this class by getting them to get selves into history that was taking place at this time.  This paper that they wrote discussed what the book was about and the students’ opinion on that book.  Not just the day that they discussed this paper; but other days that they discussed other books and the papers they wrote, along with everyday class discussion increased.  This paper gives the class a relation to the world at the time of The Prince by the words that Niccolò Machiavelli shared in that book.  Machiavelli wrote of his ideal characteristics of a prince, these characteristics showed them an insight to the world at that time.  This insight to this world of The Prince gives a step to understanding the relation to history of this time.  This relation helped the students understand what the world in that region was like and how the people with influence upon that people thought.  To understand the relationship of the past is to have an understanding of the relation of history today.  With the interaction and understanding the relation to the world through Dr. Francis’ History 1510 and the required paper to be written about The Prince, helps create an understanding and appreciation for the social and behavioral sciences.  This appreciation to the social and behavioral sciences helps the General Education requirement of the Weber State students.

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

Through this assignment on the paper about The Prince the students of Dr. Francis’ History 1510 course created an understanding of their weaknesses and strengths on achieving an understanding and an appreciation of the Social and behavioral sciences.  These weaknesses and strengths are created through the way that the students interact and relate to the world through the writing of this paper.

The interacting due to this paper in like most papers just read something and write a paper in it.  That to me is a weakness, but with this weakness can create strength for a certain student.  Some students have a weakness in the field of writing papers, they do not like it.  This paper was the first paper of the semester and it set the tone for this course.  With this set the students created a great understanding of what is required of them and can lead to a greater strength in the social and behavioral sciences.

To relate to the history discussed in the read in of The Prince and the paper of that book at first maybe a weakness, but like interacting can become a strength.  I have never really enjoyed reading books and it was been a weakness to me.  With the requirement of the reading this book and writing a paper on it has helped me create a strength out of it.  I know I am not the only one on this, but this course not alone has helped me.  This course can only start you on the path, but it may also help you on the path to have strength from a weakness.

This assignment on the paper about The Prince helps create strengths from weaknesses.  Dr. Francis through his required papers and this paper can help this course on that action.

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

Every student can argue that in their past and present they had an assignment or an experience in different courses.  Along with their past they will have it again in their future.  This paper for the future of the students to have an understanding and appreciation of the social and behavioral sciences, this comes through the interaction due to the writing of a reflective piece on The Prince.  Through the interaction of writing this paper and the relation the time of The Prince to our time, you can create this understanding and appreciation of the social and behavioral sciences.

The interaction of reading and writing a paper on The Prince the students of Dr. Francis’ History 1510 created this appreciation.  This appreciation from interaction is created through reading and gaining an understanding of the material.  After this paper Dr. Francis along with the students of this course interact with each other in a discussion of what they read and what they understood.  This interacting in this discuss gives that student a great appreciation for what the read and for what they might have missed.

This interacting in discussion and reading The Prince created an understanding and an appreciation for the students.  To have an understanding in the relation to the past can really help a student to have a better understanding of the future.  With this understanding for the future helps a student to look in the future better.

This interacting and relate from this course is great in gain an appreciation and understanding of the social and behavioral sciences.  Any student can use this appreciation and understanding for the social and behavioral sciences.
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Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

      As I was reading this book and writing this paper, I was stunned at the attitude Machiavelli had.  According to Machiavelli, it was okay for a leader to be dishonest with his people as long as it was benefiting the country.  At this point, Machiavelli is saying the overall ethics of honesty do not apply.  This is an idea that is somewhat controversial because in a society honesty can be a key to success.  However, sometimes it seems that it is necessary to protect the people by all means.  Machiavelli is really setting new social and behavioral rules for leaders.  He says you do not want to be loved, because you will be taken advantage of, therefore you want to be feared.  In society, an average citizen does not usually want to be feared.  A leader must have completely different goals from a common person.  His motivations and his attitude must be different. Machiavelli tries to think of every possible situation a leader could be under, and then he explains how his idea is the best for that particular situation. Machiavelli probably didn’t come close to covering every possible situation a leader could be under, however he did choose the ones that were by far the most common.  Writing this book is a giant task.  Machiavelli wrote this book using history as his foundation, and established a guideline for all leaders.   This book has been used by leaders all over the world.  This book has defined a new strategy for leaders, and has reshaped the social and behavioral leadership beliefs of a lot of people.

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

       I’ve leaned from Machiavelli that a successful leader will be so occupied with running his country; he will have little time to do anything else.  I’m not sure if I would want the responsibility of running a country. After reading Machiavelli I realized even more than I had, that rulers have a lot of pressure on their shoulders.  I gained a greater respect for the decisions that must be made by leaders, and I will be more hesitant on blaming and pointing fingers at the leaders who make decisions for this country.  The first thing most people think when talking about leaders is the power they have.  Machiavelli shows in his book why the more power you have, the more responsibility you have also. When I was younger I use to think it would be great to be a ruler and have a lot of power. Now I realize again after reading this book that a person must be prepared sufficiently to run a country, and I would need a lot of training to be a ruler. As a member of society I feel I have gained a better understanding of the decisions that must be and are being made.  I feel like everyone should read this book to get a look at a strategy that is used by so many leaders today.

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

            I would have taken more time with the book I was reading.  I rushed it to fast and didn’t enjoy it the way that I should have. When you read a book that is so popular like The Prince, I learned it’s important to try and understand why this book is so successful and what it is about this book that is so beneficial.   If or when I have a project similar to The Prince I will try to look at it more from a social standpoint.  I will try to put it in its proper date and time.  The Prince is an old book I read it like it was written today.  There are so many social and behavioral lessons Machiavelli teaches, I can’t help but wonder what a common persons response, living in the time of Machiavelli, would have been about this book. The Prince is a popular book among politicians. If I am ever in a position to read another book dealing with politics I would probably look at the reason I disagreed with the book.  When I read The Prince I wasn’t looking at the things I thought he was wrong about, I was more looking at the key points.  I now think it is important to look at all sides and the negatives as well as the positives of a book.  I really enjoyed this book I felt it opened my eyes in a lot of ways. Before this book I was never really interested in the politics of History.  After I read this book I feel a greater desire to understand how and why the politics of the world are beneficial and important.  I would recommend this book to anyone who is curious how a book uses history to show the importance of learning from history.
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Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

This assignment has helped me progress in achieving the Social Science general education goal by helping me better understand another country's culture and the way the people interact. I read Cry the Beloved Country by Alan Paton which helped me to grasp other viewpoints on racism in the world. The book talks about the life in South Africa in the 1940s and expresses the effects of racism on the population. I understood more fully why some people turned to crime, prostitution, or other things stemming back to the racial problems and the way the natives were treated. Its better to have an understanding of why a problem exists rather than just believe that it is just the way something is. It also made racism more of a reality to me who hasn’t lived through the more drastic racial time periods. Writing the essay helped me to analyze the effects racism has had on another country and compare that with the effects it has had here. I analyzed the specific effects race has had on the population by describing what happened to one specific family who was ravaged by these effects. As I wrote about the different characters it made me consider how it must have been like to live during that time and what I would have done. Would I have just succumbed to the problems or would I have stood up and said something? Standing up for what you believe isn’t only important with racial issues but in many things that occur in your everyday life. I learned that racism was a worldwide problem not just in America and similar situations also existed in South Africa. A better understanding of the world around you is part of this social science and all the general education requirements and this experience has helped me to understand the feelings of others dealing with that specific problem and make me think more about how I am treating others and how I can improve. Through this assignment I can better appreciate those that have fought for equal rights and who have sacrificed so much for the betterment of a society.

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

I have learned through this assignment that I really don’t know much about the world around me. I have studied history but not much of the specifics. I had to understand someone else’s culture and realize that it isn’t always like what I am used to. When I had to compare the effects of racism in South Africa to those in other parts of the world I didn’t know where to start. I thought it was all the same. I had to look up racism in the encyclopedia and try and discover its effects across the world. Racism isn’t just black and white, its Germans and Jews, Americans and Japanese, Utahns and Mexicans. I came to understand that despite many similarities its effects were much different in other parts of the world than it was here. I didn’t fully understand why racism still exists in South Africa. I didn’t understand that there were underlying elements to crime, drugs and prostitution in South Africa. I didn’t understand much about the interaction between tribal South Africans, Afrikaners, and the Europeans. I didn’t realize the effects of imperialism on South Africa. How did the native culture of South Africa deal with being overtaken by Europeans? In other words I didn’t really know much about that culture and the goal of the Social Science general education is help us better understand and appreciate others in the world around me. Although I can’t say that this one assignment has completely changed the way I view the world and live my everyday life, it has helped me to realize that there is so much more I need to know about the world. Life is more than what is happening here in Ogden. It is necessary that we venture out of our bubble and see what others are doing in the world.

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

If I had to do a similar assignment again I probably would have approached it the same way. I basically just read the book, trying to decipher which parts were more important in describing race in South Africa and then put that information together into an essay. I think to improve my progress to the social science goal I would have to study out the background information better. I read a bit about Alan Paton but can specifically remember having a hard time remember which characters were of which race and which of the natives, Afrikaners, and European were the ones oppressing the others and which were being oppressed. I could have studied about these individual groups and then had a better understanding of what the people were doing and why some were being treated the way they were. I could have spent more time researching racism around the world to have been able to better compare and contrast racism throughout the world which would haven not only helped me better understand its effects in South Africa but also worldwide. I could have also read other books about South Africa or slavery in the United States and therefore had a better idea of the culture in these places. I could have studied about equal rights activists and why they fought for specific beliefs which I could have compared with those in the novel. All these things would have helped me to better progress towards this specific general education goal but are still unrealistic with time constraints.  I wasn't completely in the dark with understanding about the background of the novel thanks to previous lectures in the class and realize how much that information helped in following the novel so any additional information would have helped greatly. Better understanding of the novel means better understanding of the issues and the culture and that means better understanding of the world around me helping to satisfy the social science general education goal.
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Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

I feel that reading The Dream of the Red Chamber contributed a great deal to my overall knowledge of the social and behavioral interactions in China. Compleating the The Dream of the Red Chamber.doc assignment helped me to focus the social focuses of the book. In writing this assignment I had to type the specific social structure learnings from what I had read. I typed about learning that the women (matriarchs) seemed to rule over the home while the men had their place at work (in the government). I also learned that children were able to strengthen their parents social standings through progressing that was considered great. In the book, the child glorifies his father by doing well on a government test. I have no doubt that this book contributes to the Goal #6.

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

To start, I think that my major weakness was my overall knowledge of China in general. I knew very little before this assignment and before taking this class. I feel that my knowledge of China has become a strength from completing The Dream of the Red Chamber.doc. I appreciate the things that I learned because it has given me a greater understanding of the Asian social structure. I also feel that I have a better understanding of the culture which I now consider to be a strength. I have had better conversations with Asia friends and have shown a greater interest in their culture and traditions. I am grateful to have learned to better appreciate the diversity here at Weber State.

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

I don't know if I would change anything. I feel that Professor Francis has done an excelent job in teaching as well as he has. The task of teaching the major historical occurances from the 1500 to the present is a daunting task. I feel that the assignments related well to the things that we were learning at that point in time. I especially enjoyed the lectures. I find that History has become an especially interesting subject. I feel that this course is a success in improving the relations and knowledge of other races. I personally believe that it is a sucess in meeting the purpose of the diversity credit and would suggest it to others. I wouldn't change anythin because I don't believe that it would have made a significant enough impact to improve this class. I enjoyed the class completely and look forward to taking other classes similar to it in the future.
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Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

Before i had read the book i really didnt know anything about the culture of the chinese. i really started to read and understand alittle bit more not merly their culture. also their ways of life. interesting how in almost all societies their are more of a want for material things. in most cases more wanted than moral values as well as just being a good person. i believe not just in china does this exist. every society has some what this problem it really opened my eyes to how the human behaves. why he behaves a certain way. it could be his culture or maybe jsut the way he was taught as a child.the book talked so much about poitical views and how they are a huge factor in how people behave. To recieve a promotion sometimes people would go to drastic measures in behavior to get what they wanted.incredible how the human acts. and what hell do to get his point across or to be right. i learned more about the chinese culture aswell as how they write. you can learn alot about a culture by reading books and analyzing that subject or plot they are trying to get across to you.

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

i learned that i really need to read and study about what i am reading. i think our proffesor really wants us to learn the real important issue. he doesnt jsut want us to write some paper telling how the book was. he wanted us to tell him why it made a diffference in history or why is that so important to us today. this makes you think more. you have to get new ideas and really pay attention to what you are reading to be able to write a good paper that tells what the teacher wants. i have learned alot in this class maybe my grade doesnt show it. but i liked the way you had to go deeper in your writings and how you had to show why that certain thing is what it is. i learned alot about how some strengths of some can be your weaknesses so you need to learn how to study with your class mates to get a better understanding of the material. overall i learned alot and enjoyed the material in the class.i sure did have troble with the tests i believe i understood alot about the basic thought that was going on in class i just didnt like the way the tests were formatted. but what do you do i guess i just have to study more or figure out a way to do better.

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

i will again try to read the book with more intent. i believe this is one of the most important things in writing a great paper. you must know exactly what you are wrinting on and why is that important to you. i think another thing that will help is maybe going to the tutoring office before a paper is due just to get the grammer corrected and to make sure everything flows. another thing i will do is to turn my paper in a week or two early for the professor to read and then give his comments so i can get a better consept on what he wants me to write on. i think i will also have my peers read my paper. funny how they are reading the same book and probably could give some great insight on your paper you just have to ask them thats all. well i will sure try harder also in another class maybe do things earlier that always seems to help to not just do it onthe last night of when its due. also us the sources that you have. maybe your parents or others to read you paper before you hand it in so you get a better grade they can also give great insight on your paper or maybe they have got a personal experience that will help you out.
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Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

This essay helped me to understand the different roles and traits that a leader should have in order to properly manage a group of workers underneath them.  One example in the essay is that a leader should miserly use his power.  He should use the gain that he recieves to build up his city or kingdom.  It is so with a business.  One should take the earnings and use them to advance his business, give little bonuses to his employees to keep them happy and research ways to increase his gain for the next year.  A quality which can help a new business to keep moving towards becoming bigger and more successful in this world.  One should not use his gains to flatter others and get them to like him.  That will just in turn get them to expect more gifts from him and that will do nothing for the expansion of the business.

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

I have definitely learned that their are many aspects of being a leader that one needs to work on in order to become successful in the business world. One needs to learn to take advantage of the opportunities for gain that come along no matter what the cost.  I have seen also throughout the history course that one cannot let himself get to greedy.  It is something I feel is not a weakness to me but that it can overcome a leader if he is not careful.  It has also helped me to realize that if one is to be a leader he has to be patient and willing to sacrifice his time and sometimes gain in order to recieve a bigger profit in the end.

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

I will need to keep focused on the traits that a good business is to obtain in order to be succesful.  I need to become more willing to learn about these traits and how I can obtain them to increase my business and to help it grow.  You cannot just sit around and wait for yourself to change but you need to take charge and improve yourself step by step.  I need to make goals for myself and work each semester on reaching them and using them to my advantage. Otherwise I feel that I would not grow or get a greater knowledge in Leadership.  If you look back in history many of the leaders did not reach their position in one day.  They had to work towards a goal and move up in the world.  For example becoming a city leader, then a state leader and later a country leader.  It all takes patience but that brings success.
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Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

Reading and writing (and discussing) this paper about Machievelli's The Prince showed my how the ideal Prince is ideal because he is powerful. But it doesn't have to be a prince, the point is that those same things that make a good prince can make a good leader anywhere, in business, and wherever else one needs to be a leader. That's why I think this paper fits here best, because it was all about being a good leader. Part of this goal is also about Teamwork, and just fitting into society in general. This paper was more focused on the leadership part, but it doesn't have to necessarily exclude those parts, at least (partly) on the whole, It's good to be feared, but not hated part. But, at least it wasn't be powerful at the expense of the society, more about being powerful so you can lead a strong society.

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

I work as a manager at a Sonic Drive-In. At the time that we were reading this book, I was thinking about how a lot of the things these things did could apply to my work. (I also thought about how Machiavellian Ender was in Ender's Game, but that's beside the point.) I realized that I can't go fixing other people's mistakes, I need to be strict and if others are at fault, let them fix it. My favorite part of the book was where it says men are to be utterly crushed, since men can revenge light repraisals. I'm too soft on people at work, so I pay for it. Also with our discussion one of the things we talked about was how buying a big house gives you power, even though it's really nothing. I was thinking about a buying a new car, and now I realized that once I did, I could show off how powerful I really was.

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

Now, thanks to the Prince, I know what it takes to be a strong leader at Sonic, but also more than that. There are a lot of times that I need to be tougher than I want to be. Between that time and now, I show a lot less mercy. At least when it comes to money shortages, and talking on cell-phones. Stuff that is important, anyway, to maintaining a good workplace. I can be merciful on other things, but when it comes to work: I mean business. But there are still things I need to work on. I am working at a different Sonic while they are short-handed, these people are a lot worse than at my store, so it's like I don't know what to do first. The Prince was my favorite of the books we read this semester. It was the one I learned the most from, and the only one I can really apply to myself.
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Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

Ethics and diversity? "The prince" will connect to both of those. Ethics are what the book is all about. The prince has in My own personal opinion, some of the most corrupt ethics i have ever imagined. It is bent souly on selfish use of power, and how to use that power so all will fear you and let you keep that power. As a letter to lorenzo de medici, machievelli simply used it as a tool to gain himself power, by showing that he really knew how to use power. The book tells how to be a powerful prince, but a prince and a government that really cares for nothing but himself, let alone his people, It is corruption at its worst state.

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

reading this has allowed me to solidify my own beliefs and ethics. looking at what a government really thinks and sees, (some governments, not all), has agiven me a new look at what makes a government "good" or "bad". I have been able to look at the plain and simple truths of what a gov. must do, but then i looked more at what a gov. should or should not do.

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

I should now truly solidify my opinions, ethics and beliefs, and use them in my assignments and presentations, so others may find their own . and maybe find others that have the same beliefs, ethics and goals as I, and create something to further our beliefs in the world, I fmore people had strong opinions but would be willing to compromise between nessesary truths, much could be accomplished between myself and others, all among eachother regardless of whether we have the exact same beliefs or alittle bit different.
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Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

The three to five page paper that I had to write for Dr. Francis’ History 1510 class helped me fulfill my Ethics and Diversity requirement at Weber State University.  It helped me do this because it was on a topic that is not talked about as often, Asian History and Culture.  Specifically the Chinese culture, which the book is on.  It talks about the household of a young man and his family and the struggles they go through.  It is interesting because in an Asian house an outsider usually sees strict discipline and total cooperation between the families.  In this book we see that what is perceived and what is true do not always match.  The young man goes through the struggle of finding a wife and because of the family’s intrusion finds the task very difficult.  Though not direct, the book also helped me to understand some of the religion of China and how if affects the society.  Thought the book there is Buddhist Undertones that affect everyday life for the young man and his family.  One of these ideas is that all people on earth have a path that they must take, a middle path as it is known.  They believe that all suffering comes from straying off this path and so in the book, the family is always pressuring the young man to do what is “right.”  They believe that all of his problems are coming from not doing what he supposed to.   Another Buddhist idea is that there are many lives, and that we keep living these lives until we reach enlightenment.  The book talks of a Red Dust that we all come from and return to.  This Red Dust is comparable to Christianity’s Heaven and is a place where all people are in bliss until they return to earth until they shed all of their desire.  The Buddhist ideas are very interesting to me and I am glad that the book addressed them.  I believe that the book and assignment helped me better understand that Asian Culture and would say that it helped my Ethics and Diversity Requirement.

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

From this assignment I have learned that I know about European Culture and History, but not as much about Asian Culture and History.  This book opened my eyes to the fact that I do not know as much about the world we live in, especially Asia.  The strength that I have learned from this exercise is that I know that I am very open to other cultures.  I know this because the book we read tested me to see if I was going to think that the people of China were weird and strange for having problems with things I saw as mundane, or if I saw them as slightly different people with similar human problems to face.  In the end I realized that while the culture may be different, the Chinese people face similar problems to me.  This assured me that I am an open minded person.  Some weaknesses I realized is that I still have trouble understanding other cultures, especially those that are not European.  We as Americans usually focus on our roots as opposed to a greater diversity of learning. Also, these differences stem from the different geography and different problems faced by the people.  These problems are usually what causes cultures to develop differently and I hope to find out not just how the Chinese culture is in modern history, but also why there culture is like that.  I also have learned that I need to shift my focus from Europe to other areas of history.  This will only come from studying ancient history like the book Dream of the Red Chamber. From this assignment I have gained a greater understand and want of more understanding of foreign cultures and have since picked a book about another Eastern country, India.  I hope to have a greater understanding of other countries and I believe that this assignment, in part, has pushed me to learn more.  Achieving these goals is not easy, but I feel that with assignments like this, put forth by the University, I can.

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

The biggest thing for me to improve my experience is to simply know more background about the culture being studied.  With Dream of the Red Chamber I had trouble where things were the author was getting his ideas from and why something like a marriage was so difficult.  I feel as though that if I had learned a little more about the culture before I did the assignment it would have been much easier.  With this assignment I feel as though it would be easier if I had made a name list.  It was very difficult to follow who exactly the author was talking about.  This was not because the author poorly identified the characters but as an American I had difficulty remembering who was associated with each of the Chinese names.  It was also interesting to hear that the book was not originally written in Chinese.  While the thought crossed my mind that this must be written in China, I assumed that the book was translated accurately.  After looking into a little bit I realized that the Chinese language is almost impossible to translate the language directly.  This would have been good to know before reading the book so.  Another thing I wish I had done before reading the book was to find out that we are no even sure who wrote the whole book.  There is some speculation as to who wrote the last part of the book.  This would have been useful because it explained the slight differences in writing when the supposed author switch happened.  Another change I would of made is to start the book earlier.  I am usually a fast reader so I assumed I could read the book with ample time.  It turns out the because of the translation and unfamiliarity of the Chinese culture, it took me longer than expected.  There were a number of times where I had to stop and read parts again but often I just ignored my inability to understand what was going on and kept reading.
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Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

This assignment was important because it opened my mind to new and different possibilities, new modes of thinking, and taught me that my solution is not the only correct, or even more correct, just because I was the one who though of it. This is important because as we advance in our chosen fields we tend to get locked into certain mental boxes or modes of thinking and we do not like to think outside them or to even be presented with ideas that were made outside them, and that is almost never one and only one correct solution to any given problem. It exposed me to an almost completely different mode of thought outside of my usual North American; this is because it was written by a white South African national about a fictional black South African character that may have been based on his own real world experiences.

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

What I have learned about myself is that I do have a tendency to think that my solution is the only valid solution and therefore everyone else's solution is incorrect simply because I did not think of it. I have learned that I can if I try to get out of the "I am perfectly correct rut, and everyone else is marginally correct" rut if I put serious effort into the project, but it was not fun. I also learned that I would have rather read about the trials that the protagonist went through in the process of rebuilding his home, rather what the writer considered as more important in a vivid description of the trials that that segment of his countries population had to go through. I also found that I either am reading a book for very specific knowledge, like a textbook, or I read for entertainment purposes and that it was difficult for me to analyze the data that I was reading.

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

I think one of the most important aspects of ethics and diversity is the ability to put oneself into the mindset of the individual with whom I trying to understand. If I were to take a similar assignment in a different class I would like a more in-depth understanding of why the writer chose the character to take this action instead of another action, or even the writer's use of word choice. Exposure to other cultures expands and enriches own and I feel that while this aspect is not discouraged, I don not feel that it is properly encouraged enough. I also feel that more of an emphasis should be placed on trying to get into the period could be better done with more period readings and in-depth discussion of those readings. Maybe even going so far as to have an occasional guest lecture from someone form the different area to talk to us and tell the class about what the book means to them and their people.
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Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

This book was a good example of how the South African people were controled and subjugated by the white European colonizers by physical and economic means.

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

This assignment helped me realize that to overcome such oppression is a harder and more complicated feat to overcome. I didn't understand how a people can become so oppressed and not be able to rebel and overcome.

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

To understand how a people function with such outside pressures and be aware that to overthrow that establishment, incredible strength must be shown.  If I look at another populace throughout the world, the phrase "Why don't they rebel?" will be examined at a closer level.
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Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

Redchamber.doc  This assingment is connected to Goal 9 because it taught me how to learn about a different culture effectively through reading a book from China and writing an essay about it.  This type of learning allowed me to make good educated decisions about a different cultrure because I was able to get a glimpse of the Chinese culture right from a native source and the writing of the paper helped me to analyze and think deeper about the culture and how it was similar and different from my own.  For example at the bottom of the first page of my paper I talk about the begonia tree blossoming out of season and how the different people argue as to whether it is a good or bad thing and what they should do about it.  The Matriarch (the head of the household) says that if it is bad she will take all of the problems on herself.  This shows that the Chinese culture believes that self sacrifice is a good thing.  Compared with American culture which also sees sacrifice as a good thing it shows that the two cultures are similar in some respects.  But the way that they come to that conclusion comes from two different influences.  The Chinese with a Buddihst influence think that something like self sacrifice would be good because it would affect everyone and make them better while the person who would do it would be doing it selflessly.  But the American sees self sacrifice as good because they will be glorified for what they had done in saving people.  This essay helped me to realize that many things about two different cultures are the same but there are differences still but that is not enough to keep two different cultures from getting along.   

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

Redchamber.doc  Some of the strengths that I had in achieving this goal is that the disscusions in class helped me to realize before I started writing the paper that things in a culture aren't wierd or wrong but they are just different and that the people of that different culture just came up with different ways to do the same things as my own culture does.  Another strength that I had was I was able to open my mind to the other culture and not prejudge as much.  Some of the weaknesses though were that sometimes I thought it was odd that the women of the mansion pretty much ran the household (coming from a more male dominated society) and I also thought that some of their superstitions were wierd and pointless like the different types of water that they needed for the medicine.  But through the analyzing of the book and writing a paper on it I was able to learn many things about the Chinese culture and was able to get rid of some of my weakness about other cultures and was able to realize and learn with a more open mind about other cultures.  It has also helped me to be more accepting of other people.   

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

Some of the changes that I would need to make for a future assingment would be to get rid of my ethnocentrism and approach the studies of different peoples and cultures with a more open mind.  In writing a paper about a different culture I would probably gather more information on more cultural aspects than just belief and religion, such as social structure, whether it is more male or female dominated, etc.  Some more changes that I would need to make would be to take more classes that teach about the different cultures and societies rather than just one class so I could learn even more about the world and the people that live in it.  If I was writing another paper on a novel like in this example I would problem do some more background study on the culture before I wrote the paper so I could better understand the what I was talking about.  I would also spend more time on the paper so that I could further my thoughts and views and make them better.   
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Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

This paper is connected to the goal of ethics and diversity in many ways. we were first asigned to read the book then to reflect on in in this paper. the book talks about different political views and how others might look at things. this paper helped me to see that you always need to look at things from anothers point of view.

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

this assignment help me to see that i didnt know a lot about the differnt views of politics and how differnt people might react to certain situations. the paper also helped me to see a lot better the ethical side of running a goverment and how at times they come into conflict.

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

i dont believe that there would be anything that i would do differnt. i am always trying to do things in and ethical or honest way. im not really sure what your asking for in this question. i guess i could study longer or talk to someone who might be considered and expert in this field.
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Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

As my class discussed Electra, each student gave his or her own opinions on the messages that were observed. Then, our teacher asked us to consider messages that different cultures and generations might perceive. We discussed differences in generations, ethnicity and sex.

Our teacher helped guide us through our communication efforts. She would put our words into a theme, or she would simply explain our words in a different way. She helped us open up to new possibilities when we would get stuck on one aspect. I really believe that her techniques helped in building our communication because, we were able to expand our minds to more possibilities. Then after considering multiple aspects we were allowed to limit our focus to a few topics in our paper. The discussion allowed us to make meaningful connections; it aided in our awareness of better ways to communicate out opinions. 

So, as I was writing my essay, I reflected back on the different topics and their approaches. I focused on the issues that appealed more to what I perceived when reading the play. I was then able to form my own conclusion about what I learned, and I communicated my lesson in a more coherent manner.

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

One important weakness I have is that I do not always convey my opinions clearly when I have to speak on my own opinions. I can add on to another person’s outlook effectively, but when it comes to me speaking on my own, usually stumble. I know that this is because I do not take proper time to consider my opinions. I usually have vague notions instead of developing my observations. If I took more time, I might come up with unique concepts that I can state clearly to my peers.

I think that a strength of mine is once I hear someone else’s perception, I am able to form my own opinion on that perception. I can support or argue an opinion, and I can even recall evidence to back myself up. I believe that I can understand with nice accuracy someone’s opinion, and I also know that I can coherently present my argument because I have someone else’s words to base myself on.

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

I would work on my weakness. I would attempt to better develop my opinions before I come to class, so that I can contribute something meaningful. I want to make my own connections because I would learn the material and retain it better. Then, once I am in class I can focus more on what a peer perceived rather than fixing my own connections to match theirs. Many times in our class discussions I felt that what I came up with was inadequate, so I went with what a peer brought up. I should take more confidence in myself, and simply learn from my peers.

I believe that I have improved in this class, but I also know that I still have more to learn. Right now, I know that for better communication skills I need to find evidence supporting my decision. I usually base my opinions on what I observed and I leave it at that, yet more research will enable me to see different sides to any topic. I will then have enough information to base opinion on research rather than my feelings.  I need to stop being close-minded to the opinions that contradict my own.
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Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

Although many course activities this semester relate to nearly all of the broad general education goals, I have chosen to reflect on two specific papers because of their strong relation to ‘Analyzing Information.’

The paper (FINAL PEER REVISED_6th Response Paper_Holocaust Unit.doc) is an example of the culmination of analytical discussion and thought about understanding the Holocaust through various media.  We were required to study two novels (the memoir Night and the graphic comic-book style novel Maus), the film Schindler’s List, and the PBS documentary and corresponding website (‘Holocaust on Trial’).  In analyzing these sources, we were asked to compose an essay explaining how we have come to know about the Holocaust.  Thus, this paper fulfills the broad learning goal of “Analyzing Information” because we consulted a wide range of information sources and analyzed (through discussion and writing) our reactions, questions, thoughts, and new knowledge concerning this event and its presentation in the film, documentary, and texts.

Through this paper, I thoroughly analyzed my new insights into the Holocaust.  Night, Maus, and Schindler’s List all forced me to think about this event (and other similar genocides) in terms of the human perspective.  That is, I now understand that the Holocaust robbed humans of their spiritual connection to God.  Further, I saw that this calamity shaped the personalities and mannerisms of its victims later on in life.  Some of my nagging questions were answered, such as ‘Did not anyone stand up and oppose this murder of fellow humans?’  In summary, instead of coming to know more about cold statistics and historical facts (in terms of deaths, labor camps, and forced expulsion), I now know the Holocaust on a more personal level.  It is no longer an abstract tragedy.

My other paper (Elektra Analysis_RD3.doc) is an assignment which required analysis of the Greek tragedy Elektra, with reference to the written script, the live performance, and two pre-show lectures.  In conjunction with our course theme of learning and thinking, we were asked to approach our analysis of this play in these terms.

In studying the history of Greek theatre, we learned from the pre-show lectures and class discussions that theatre was a political tool meant to persuade and educate the body public (much like the political campaign).  Thus, unlike today’s artistic significance of theatre, Greek theatre was more of a learning, thoughtful political experience.  So, since theatre served as the political “stump” of the time, we as modern students were asked to consider the various political, social, and ethical issues being presented in Elektra.

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

The extensive assignment of analyzing the Holocaust through many media clearly improved my analytical skills.  I learned to take notes on a film by carefully selecting the characteristics which best support my thesis and bear the most relevance to the assignment objective.  Previously, I frequently found myself jotting down disjointed, unrelated facts and then had a difficult time trying to formulate a coherent paper.  Though it seemed like I had transposed every line of Schindler’s List, it was still difficult for me to remember which specific aspects of the film related to my purpose.

My analysis of Elektra taught me that a consideration of the historical aspects of a play can greatly aid the analytical process.  Had I not understood the significance and purpose of Greek theatre in the context of its history, I would have never been able to understand Elektra’s meanings.  In addition, I learned that a consideration of an author’s attitudes and life can further reveal a literary piece’s meaning.  Therefore, I learned that research and analysis must embody many aspects of a certain piece, such as its history, context, and author.

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

In future English courses, I know I will be much more experienced in reading and analyzing literature (especially plays).  Because of this course’s emphasis on analytical discussion, I know I will be able to apply the speaking and discussion skills I acquired in many other courses.

However, I must still improve my ability to analyze information by devoting more time to thoroughly reading the pieces to be analyzed.  Also, I will now try to think about the text or play in terms of the objective of the corresponding assignment or paper.  This may make it easier for me to spot important points to include, which can in turn make the increased time spent reading more worthwhile.

The Holocaust paper in particular taught me that I should apply my future analyses of any subject by consulting many different resources.  I learned to consider all aspects of a subject that can easily be interpreted too narrowly.

In addition, if I am ever required again to analyze many types of information in another course, I will try to study the sources consecutively.  Conversely, in analyzing the Holocaust material, I studied the books Night and Maus approximately four weeks prior to studying the film and documentary.  Thus, when I began to write, I found it difficult to synthesize and bring together my thoughts as a whole (based on all of the sources.)
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Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

Throughout this semester, my introduction to honors class was asked to analyze and respond to many, many different events, performances, and personal learning experiences, which have been related to various, unique subjects. I have never been asked to think about things, myself included, as I was asked to in this class. After being very thoughtful and analytical about all of these things, I was asked to put my thoughts into a response paper on many occasions, which helped me to straighten out my analyses and confirm for myself what I had learned. In other classes I took this semester and have taken in the past, the response papers have been analytical in many cases, but in very different ways. In this class I didn't feel that my analyses were just restating what someone else had probably already thought about sometime in the past, but was forced to consider how it made sense to me, and how it became an enlightening experience in showing me how I gain information personally. This Holocaust assignment became a part of my vivid learning experience because it was a reflection of the many ways I was asked to try and learn about this subject. It was at this time during the semester that I made the most advances as far as analyzing information and analyzing the ways in which I learn.

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

I have learned more this semester about analyzing information than I have in the rest of my life combined, and that is not an exaggeration. Having been forced to see myself on an analytical level through my own eyes has been very useful in exposing my weaknesses along with my strengths as far as my abilities to analyze go. As far as this specific assignment is concerned, it enlightened me in many ways as to what my weaknesses had been and continue to be. Writing a response to the many ways I learned about the Holocaust made me realize that I benefit very much from learning through various forms of media, as opposed to just a text book or just a documentary or just a discussion. This assigment showed me that in order to learn as I should have been learning and analyzing information in the most useful ways, I am going to have to change the approach to learning that I have always known. I could not have reflected upon this realization without writing about it. It, in and of itself, was an analysis.

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

In order to continue to improve my analytical skills, I am going to incorporate many forms of media and look at any given subject in the future through many different perspectives. Doing this gives me the ability to consider things I had never thought about in the past, and will help me to formulate an analytical opinion that is not only relevant, but informed and thoughtful. I need to be sure to consider all aspects of a subject, and force myself to see things that are below the surface better. If I were given a similar assignment in the future, I would use even more varied sources of information to insure that I am understanding more than what is placed in front of me. I have realized that learning about something is not only reading and studying the materials placed in front of me, but searching out other sources of information to include in my analysis and reflection. I will also change the fact that often times I make up my mind too soon, and have biases that close my mind. I have learned, partially through this assignment and others like it, that analysis can be so much more useful if my mind is open and accepting to new experiences.

Reviewer Comments:

Level: Junior

Criteria:

    4 Goal 4 - Arts and Humanities

Cell status is PENDING and cannot be altered

Items currently associated with cell:

Title 
Size 
Created By 
Last Modified 
Remove?

Macbeth.doc 
27.5KB 
Student_23 
12-01-2006 


Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

In Macbeth.doc, I reflected on different depictions of Shakespeare’s Macbeth.  This assignment connects to the Arts and Humanities goal by requiring that I first develop background knowledge of the play, and then compare different interpretations of the play.  Once I had read through the text, I attended Weber State’s performance of the play and watched Roman Polanski’s film version.  In order to complete the assignment it was necessary that I be aware of, view, and then compare different presentations of the information.  By completing the assignment I was not only able to develop a better understanding of the play, but the effectiveness of the presentation and how different forms alter the way story is understood.  It also helped me an appreciation for play performances, which I had lacked prior to my attendance.

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

Through writing Macbeth.doc, attending the required performance, and viewing the film interpretation, I was able to develop a new view on theater and film.  Before my completion of this assignment, I had a greater appreciation for movies than film.  My previous experience with the theater left me with a negative view of plays.  This new opinion increased my appreciation for different mediums of performance art and increased my likeliness to attend future play performance.  It also made me want to compare different performances of the same text, rather than simply watching one version.  I think that I now am more critical of the information I gain, and less likely to consider a single interpretation as the correct one.   The assignment aided in my development as a critical viewer of performance art, so that from now I won’t form an opinion of what I view based on whether or not I enjoy it, but in terms of how true it is to the director’s intentions.

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

In order to perform a similar assignment later in my college career, I would like to work with two sources of the same medium, or more sources in total.  I performed this assignment to the best of my ability by putting forth the time to read the text. I also paid close attention to the details of the performances.  I think that if I were given a similar assignment I would be able to complete it successfully by going about it the same way I did this assignment.  Reading the text developed my interpretation and gave me something to base my viewing upon.  Also, observing different interpretations helped point out concepts and points of emphasis that I may have overlooked.  Understanding different views would help me to gain a well-rounded perspective on the text and aid in a successful completion of a review of a performance.

Reviewer Comments:

Level: Sophomore

Criteria:

    4 Goal 4 - Arts and Humanities

Cell status is PENDING and cannot be altered

Items currently associated with cell:

Title 
Size 
Created By 
Last Modified 
Remove?

moviereview.doc 
21KB 
Student_21 
12-15-2006 


Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

The reason this I think that this relates to arts and the humanities is that in this assignment I have to talk about society and how it plays a role in this movie. This may not be real life were talking about here but it helps me because we are able to look at a society and talk about it. This gives me practice to see new things in my society and other societies. With this when I am able to look deeper into what that society does for there art forms for there work what is good in their culture and what is bad in their culture. That is one of the biggest things in this class looking at cultures and how they are affected by technology and how they become the wired society. When we can figure out what the wired society does to people we can more rightly see what our society is going to do with the wired society

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

I feel that in this experience it has shown me that I can analyze things like this pretty well if it can be analyzed. That is the problem with some things in culture they don’t make logical sense in our own culture and in other cultures. This is how this assignment helped me get better at this I was able to look at things as they happen not as they should be this makes it easier to see things in society that I could not see before. This is where the deeper meaning of things come into the picture in this movie because you can see the analytical side quite well but not the other side.

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

Now I feel I need to continue doing these things by looking at the world around me so that I can understand how to make my life better.

Reviewer Comments:

Level: Sophomore

Criteria:

    3 Goal 3 - Analyzing Information

Cell status is PENDING and cannot be altered

Items currently associated with cell:

Title 
Size 
Created By 
Last Modified 
Remove?

Good Vs.doc 
26.5KB 
Student_35 
10-19-2006 


Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

In this paper I was reflecting on a few papers that stated that even though we are in a information age we are not necessarily full of correct information. News papers, TV shows, Web Sites dont all have true facts even though we all take anything we see at these places as facts. We need to be carefull what information we recieve to be fact and review what we know to be true to what it may be trying to tell us.

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

I have learned that I am critical of any information that is given to me I look for in my past experiances to see if what I have been given to make sense. There is a pattern to life and if anything is out of the ordanary you first have to see who else believes it or see it for your self. As a example when the twin towers in New York fell I didnt believe the information. I was living in Cypress California at the time which is just 4 miles away from Disney Land, and had woken up really early to go to this meeting down in Long Beach. When we arrived at the meeting someone sitting out side said a plane had crashed into the twin towers. I did not believe him or thought that it was a much smaller plane much like the most recent plane crash of that yankee player. When the meeting was over I had then headed to a friends house him off but as we pulled up his naighbor came out to tell us the tower had fallen and that another plane had crashed he had taked all four of his tvs into his main living room at which point I saw just how true that small comment had been the towers had been hit by a plane.

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

I believe the one thing that I can improve in when I am analyzing information that has been given to me or that I am searching is realizing where the information is coming from, and how good the source is that I am using. I often do not recieve information that is bad because the majority of the time I am looking up instructions or some sort of funtions that apply to the wireless equipment that I use in my line of work. For classes I tend to stay close to well known authers or sites that when are quoted I can point back to the locations and those facts are not questioned. Though in the future I can find better sources, find the background of the peices so that I know what they are speaking of, what context it should be taken in and how to expand on the subject for other more clearly.

Reviewer Comments:

Level: Freshman
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    6 Goal 6 - Social/Behavioral Sciences

Cell status is PENDING and cannot be altered
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32KB 
Student_10 
12-17-2006 


Expectation 1

Articulate why the file that you placed in the cell is relevant to this cell's general education goal, gauge your progress in achieving this goal, and how you intend to pursue this goal in the future.

WHAT? (Return to the experience)

This paper has a broad title: "The Power of Words." The opening of the paper is aimed at discussing, in general, the power that language has on the human mind. Language started as a simple sybolic based version of communication. Since then, language has evoled into a complex tool that can be used to describe intricate human behavior. In the modern world words can seve many frnctions besides simple information probiding. Often people use words to achieve a latent motive. The use of words as a manipulation device is a common practice. To me this is in relation to the behavior and social sciences.

The paper narrows to a more specific topic, which is, political framing. With a background of the power that words have on human thought established, the paper rolls into the use of words by the media. Mainly the conservative-right's strategic use of words to create a stereotype of the liberal-left is discussed. This is an example of a social science.

SO WHAT? (Understand the experience and its context)

In wiriting this paper I learned how susceptible I am to political framing. Iread a book titled: Talking Right, while researching for this paper. The book described affective use of words by the conservative party to frame the leberals with a certain stereotype. As I was reading the book I realized that many of the ways that conservatives have been able to frame the liberals, have worked on me. I realized that I would describe the liberal party in many of the same ways that the book desribed as arbitrary definitions provided by the conservatives.

As far as strengths I learned about, I would say I was proud of the way the paper came together. It was mainly about a philosophical question pertaining to the effect that words have in persuading people. I liked how I was able to link that into more of a social topic about the underlying intentions of political words in the media.

NOW WHAT? (Taking action for the future)

If I am faced with a similar project, I will write a rough draft for the paper. For this paper I did not write an outline or a rough draft. I feel like if I were to do those things writing the paper would go over more smoothly.

Reviewer Comments:

Appendix G – Prompts and ePortfolio Instructions

Students were asked to select a particular general education goal, submit an essay (or other artifact ) to the eportfolio, and write some reflections that related the submission to the general education goal they had selected.  Below are the three reflection prompts:

Prompt 1: Why do you think this assignment or experience is connected to the goal* you selected?

Prompt 2: As a result of this assignment or experience, what have you learned about your strengths and weaknesses in achieving the goal*?

Prompt 3: If you have a similar assignment or experience in a different WSU course in the future, what changes do you need to make to improve your progress toward the goal*?


*the student can roll over the word “goal” for a full definition of the goal

The full context in which these prompts are embedded can be understood by viewing the five minute online movie tutorial (available at http://mxdev.chitester.weber.edu:8989/OSP/camtasia/osp_flash_audio/osp_ve.html ).   A hardcopy of the tutorial is also included below:

Eportfolio Instructions

I. Login using your userid and password.  (If you don’t know these please call 626-6477).
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WELCOME TO THE WEBER STATE UNIVERSITY ELECTRONIC PORTFOLIO
PROJECT

Welcome to the Weber State University electronic portfolio project. This project
is designed to help you think about your academic experiences this semester and
connect these experiences to broad university-wide outcomes. By participating in
this project this semester, you will help us decide if an electranic portfolio should
be used by all WSU students to track their learning over time and to develop
evidence of their leaming that can be used for many purposes (job applications,
graduate school admissions, etc),




II. You are then presented with your home-page.  The home-page has two tabs across the top.  One is labeled “My Workspace” the other is labeled with the name of one of your courses.  Click on the tab labeled with your course.
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Options.

Welcome to the Weber State University electronic portfolio project. This project is
designed to help you think about your academic experiences this semester and connect
these experiences to broad university-wide outcomes. By participating in this project
this semester, you will help us decide & an electronic portfolio should be used by all
WSU students to track their learning over fime and to develop evidence of their leaming
that can be used for many purposes (job applications, graduate school admissions, efc).




III. A new screen appears.  Now click on the link labeled “Matrix” that is on the left hand side of the screen.
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IV. A matrix appears with columns that map to all nine of Weber State’s general education goals.  If you roll your mouse over the text of these goals, additional descriptions of the goal will appear.  Click on cell that describes an appropriate goal/year for you.
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V. A new screen appears with button labeled “New” and “Reflection.”  Click on “New”
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VI. A new screen appears where you upload a file from your local computer to you personal folder in OSP.  Click on the “Create Item” link.
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VII. The existing screen expands to reveal a “Create a New Item” interface.  Click on the “Browse” button:  
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VIII. A dialogue box pops up where you can select a file from your local computer.  Select an appropriate file and click “Open”.  (If you are on some other computer than a PC the dialogue box will appear slightly 

different):
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IX. The selected file now appears in the field next to the “Browse” button.  It is now ready to upload so click “Upload”
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X. The file now appears in your folder.  Click the “Select” link next to the file.
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XI. Now click “Attach”.
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XII.  Before the document can be placed in the cell, click through the legalese screens.
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XIII. You are now back at the screen with the “New” and “Reflection” button.  Since the file has been submitted to the cell you can now reflect on what you have submitted.  Click on the “Reflection” button:

[image: image15.png]Myworkspace

Home
Resaurces,
Glossary

Matrix

0P Reviewer Toal
Site Info

Help

Hew...| Reflection.
Level: Freshman
criteria:

1 Goal 1 - Communication

Items currently associated with cell:

Title

size

Created By

Last Modified Remove?

There are no resource items at
this lacation.

Cancel





XIV. A new screen appears that prompts you to use a reflection wizard.  Click Yes.
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XV. A screen appears that articulates the reflection expectations.  Review the expectations, click the checkbox and continue.
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XVI. The wizard presents you with “What?” and “So What?” reflection prompts.  Read the reflection directions and enter prose in the appropriate fields.  We encourage you to include a linkable reference to the file you choose to reflect on.  To do so position the cursor in the text field, then select the file from the “Select a file url to insert” drop down, and then click the right arrow.  A link will then appear in the text field. After filling out the two forms click “Continue” at the bottom of the screen.
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XVII. A final “Now What” reflection prompt is presented to you.  Compose your reflection in the form and press continue.
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XVIII. After pressing continue you are presented with all three prompts along with your reflections.  Review your prose.  Once you are satisfied with your compositions, click the button labeled “Submit For Review” at the bottom of the screen.
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XIX. You are presented with a screen that asks you whether you are sure you want to submit the reflection piece.  Click the “Submit for Review” button.
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XX. A screen appears signaling that the cell (where you submitted the file and the reflection) is pending and cannot be altered.  

XXI. Congratulations! You have finished the eportfolio exercise.  You may now log out of the application.

Appendix H – Measuring Scoring Deviation

Although reviewers went through a calibration exercise and were provided with scoring rubrics, significant variations in scores were recorded for some reflections (each reflection was reviewed by two reviewers).  Reviewers scored their reflections on a scale from 1 (worst) to 5 (best).  Below are some statistics that delineate these score variations:

Mean difference between each of the two scores: 1.20895522388

Standard Deviation Around the above mean: 1.01996

On 19 reflections reviewer scores deviated by zero.

On 23 reflections reviewer scores deviated between 1 and 1.99 points.

On 19 reflections reviewer scores deviated between 2 and 2.99 points.

On 4 reflections reviewer scores deviated between 3 and 3.99 points.

On 2 reflections reviewer scores deviated by 4 points.

Some statistical measures indicating how much on average one reviewer’s scores differed from the scores of the other people who scored the same reflections:

Choberka

Average difference betweeen Choberka and other reviewers scoring the same reflection: 0.923076923077

Elsley

Average difference betweeen Elsley and other reviewers scoring the same reflection: 1.30769230769

Fernandez

Average difference betweeen Fernandez and other reviewers scoring the same reflection: 1

Francis

Average difference betweeen Francis and other reviewers scoring the same reflection: 1.5

Grob

Average difference betweeen Grob and other reviewers scoring the same reflection: 0.785714285714

Lukken

Average difference betweeen Lukken and other reviewers scoring the same reflection: 1.92857142857

MacKay

Average difference betweeen MacKay and other reviewers scoring the same reflection: 0.857142857143

Saunders

Average difference betweeen Saunders and other reviewers scoring the same reflection: 1.64285714286

Simonian

Average difference betweeen Simonian and other reviewers scoring the same reflection: 0.909090909091

Wutz

Average difference betweeen Wutz and other reviewers scoring the same reflection: 1.15384615385

Appendix I – Scores by Class

Below are some statistical measures that indicate the average score for students separated by year.  The only inference that can probably be drawn from these statistics is that the methodologies and sampling techniques that were used in the pilot were inadequate to measure student improvement over time.  The average score overall was 3.03:

Average for freshman: 2.83 

Average for sophomore: 3.5 

Average for junior: 3.25 

Average for senior: 2.66 

Some of the pilot students were in an honors program and most of the students in the class were either freshman or sophomore.  Since their scores might skew the above results, here are the same statistics without including them in the calculations:

Average for freshman: 2.70 

Average for sophomore: 3.5 

Average for junior: 3.3 

Average for senior: 2.66

How can we better measure the progress of students at


Weber State University towards the ideal of an “educated person”?
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� Although assessment is a perennial challenge in academe, Weber State has been paying special attention to it as a result of a 2004 accreditation visit by the Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities (NWCCU).  After their visit the NWCCU recommended that Weber spend more time assessing its general education curriculum:





The Evaluation Committee recommends that the institution regularly and systematically assess the general education curriculum and document that assessment activities lead to improvement. Based on evidence from faculty, students, administration, and the provided documentation, the Evaluation Committee was unable to verify regular and systematic assessment of the general education curriculum and that assessment activities have led to improvement. (cf.  � HYPERLINK "http://programs.weber.edu/nwreview/nwccu_report.htm" �Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities (NWCCU) Evaluation Committee Report� for Weber State, p. 40 – available online at � HYPERLINK "http://programs" ��http://programs�.weber.edu/nwreview/default.htm )





In order to comply with NWCCU’s recommendation, the provost’s office has been sponsoring a number of initiatives that are meant to bring increased attention to the improvement and assessment of the general education curriculum.  The ePortfolio pilot was one of these initiatives.


�  On student in this class submitted seven reflections


� For detailed definitions of these terms see � HYPERLINK "http://www.provost.cmich.edu/assessment/toolkit/formativesummative.htm" ��http://www.provost.cmich.edu/assessment/toolkit/formativesummative.htm� 


� While 67 reflections were gathered only 60 students participated.  This is because one student submitted seven reflections and another student submitted two reflections.


� Here is the second charge of the Gen Ed Assessment and Improvement Committee: “2. Assessment tools: Oversee establishment of assessment tools for all GE breadth and core areas. This probably need not be as formal as the learning outcomes, as flexibility at the college and department levels may be necessary. Begin to consider accountability process for classes that do not meet the stated learning outcomes.”
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Assessment Support Budget

				Funds Committed from Source #1		Funds Committed from Source #2		Funds Committed from Source #3		Funds Requested from Assessment Support		GRAND TOTAL

		1)  PERSONNEL RESOURCES (assistants, consultants, release time):

		a)		0		0		0		0

		b)		0		0		0		0

		c)		0		0		0		0

		BENEFITS for Personnel Resources:

		a)		0		0		0		0

		b)		0		0		0		0

		c)		0		0		0		0

		2)   EQUIPMENT AND MATERIALS:

		a) 1 Dell PowerEdgeTM  SC430
ENHANCED Server		0		0		0		1000

		b)		0		0		0		0

		c)		0		0		0		5

		3)  TRAVEL

		a)		0		0		0		0

		b)		0		0		0		0

		c)		0		0		0		0

		4)  OTHER

		a)		0		0		0		0

		b)		0		0		0		0

		c)		0		0		0		0

		TOTALS		0		0		0		1000		1000






_1195647290.xls
Sheet1

		FUNDS REQUESTED FROM ASSESSMENT RESEARCH SOURCES:				0.00

		FUNDS COMMITTED FROM OTHER SOURCES:

		Source 1:		0.00

		Source 2:		0.00

		Source 3:		0.00

		TOTAL COMMITTED FROM OTHER SOURCES		0.00

		TOTAL FROM ALL SOURCES (Total Requested plus Total Committed):				0.00






